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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father ia GOD, 
BENT AMI N. 


| Lok D-BisHoP of Wincheſter. 


My Lo p, 


Catz ILLIAM GLANVILLE, 
Eq; one of the chief Clerks of 
& the Treaſury, left your Lord- 

. gd ſhip a Legacy, in his laſt Will ; 
and a few Hours, before his 
Death, was pleaſed to aſſign the following 

Reaſons for it. 

„ As to the Legacy I have given to the 
“ Lord-Biſhop of Bangor, 1 declare the 
« ſame to be in Teſtimony of the Reſpect 
] bear him, in defending the Liberty of 
* his Country; and for his Love to Man- 
« kind; and for his endeavouring to free 
« Religion from Superſtition and Tyranny, 
& (which Worldly Intereſt and Ambition 
& have blended with it) and to reſtore it 
* to that Simplicity and un which 
A «© was 
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« was the Deſign of its bleſſed Author: 
« For which his Labour of Love, he has 
&« juſtly merited the Eſteem and Regard of 


« all good Men, inſtead of that Load of F F 


e Inf my and Scandal, which the Paſſions 
e of deſigning Men have ſo maliciouſly and 
« uncharitably thrown upon him. 
WILLIAM GLANVILLE.“ 


Here your Lordſhip and the World ſee 
the real Sentiments of a Gentleman of great 
Honour, Senſe, and Virtue, - at a Time of 
the ſtricteſt Sincerity. And I beg Leave 
publickly to declare, that I have no other 
Reaſon in the World for affixing your great 
and venerable Name to the following Pa- 
pers, than thoſe aſſigned by the worthy 
Gentleman above-mentioned : Being utterly 
unbiaſed by any ſuch Motives as uſually 

oduce Dedications to great Men.—And 
I perſuade myſelf, it cannot be unacceptable 
to your Lordſhip, to be the Patron of a 
Book, the only Deſign of which is to ſerve 
and vindicate the civil and religious Liber- 
ties of Mankind. 5 
And here, according to the uſual Stile 
and Purpoſe of Dedications, it may be ex- 
pected I ſhould launch out into a Panegyric 
on your great and excellent Qualities: And, 
indeed, being a Lay-man, and having not 
the leaſt Dependance on your Lordſhip, I 

might 
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might in that Caſe be preſumed ro ſpeak to 
you, and of you, with the Freedom of an 
indifferent Man, and without riſking that 
Cenſure which is ſo genzrally incurred by 
Dedicators.---But the ex hibiting your Lord- 
ſhip's amiable Character, requires an abler - 
Pen: It is a Subject too nice and delicate 
for me to attempt: Beſides, it can receive 4 
no Advatage from any private Man; as it 
ſtands immoveably fixed, beyond the Reach "I 
of Party or of Faction, on Records that 
will remain until Time ſhall be no more. 
__ Your Lordſhip, at your firſt ſetting out in 
the World, was pleaſed to lay aſide the un- 
intelligible Jargon of the Schools, in Matters 
of Keligionz and to declare openly and 
freely in Favour of the New-Teſtament, 
and Common- Senſe. * T5 "HI. 
And as to Matters of Government; you 
ever appeared a ſtrenuous Aſſerter of thoſe 
noble Principles, whereby the Revolution 
was brought about, under the late King 
William, whoſe Memory will he always dear 
to every Briton, that has the leaſt Regard 
for Honeſty, Reaſon, or Juſtice. Thoſe 
religious and political Principles your Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to defend and maintain;*by 2 
Art uments founded on Truth, and ſuperior - 
to all the wicked Sophiſtry of your Adver- © 


aries, 1 | 
A 2 This 
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This generous and truly Engliſo Behavi- 
our could not fail of procuring your Lord- 
ſhip the Eſteem and Regard of every wiſe 
and honeſt Man in the three Kingdoms; at 
the ſame Time that it ſubjected you to an 
infamous Perſecution by vaſt Numbers even 
of your ow holy Vocation. They loaded 
you with Scandal and Reproach ; and by 
_ their malicious and envenomed Pens treated 
vou without the leaſt Regard to Truth or 
Modeſty. 

When mercenary Scriblers are employed 
by a Party, to vent their Malice, it may be 
fit to leave them to the Courſe of common 
Juſtice.; but here the Trumpet was ſounded 
in Gion, the, Pulpit gave the Alarm, Thoſe 
who profeſſed themſelves Ambaſſadors of 
Peace breathed nothing but War. They 
attacked you with unappeaſible Fury; but 
covered their Outrage with the -ſpecious 
Names of Loyalty, Religion, and the 
Church; whereby the deluded Populace 

were drawn to enliſt under their Banners, 
in Contradiction to their own moſt valuable 
Righte, both as Men and Chriſtians. 
This was the Caſe with Reſpect to your 
Lordſhip. and to thoſe truly rational and 
even divine Principles you fo bravely de- 
fended; when the high Court of Parliament 
thought it neceſſary to iuterpoſe in Fayour 
of your Lordſhip; whom, with Surprize 
and 


« 
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and Aſtoniſhment, they ſaw thus iniqui- 
touſly perſecuted by many reverend Doctors 
and Dignitaries, and for no other Reaſon, 
taan for your open and hearty Attachment 
to our Religion, Laws, and Government. 
This illuſtrious Aſtembly determined, by a 
ublic Act, to tel:ify to the Sovereign, and 
to the whole Nation, their Reſentment of 
your ill Uſage, and the Senſe they had of 
your extraordinary Merit, For this Pur- 
_ poſe, a Motion was made by the ingenious 
Anthony Henly, Eſq; and, after a ſhort De- 
bate, the Houſe came to che following Re- 
ſolution: E 
„That the Reverend Mr. Benjamin 
* Hoadiey, Rector of St. Peter's Por, 
% London, for having ſtrenuouſly juſtified 
« the Principles on which-her Majeſty and 
the Nation proceeded, in the late happy 
Revolution, had juſtly merited the f a- 
© vour of this Houſe; and that an humble 
% Addrels be preſented to her Majeſty, that 
** the would be graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow 
« ſome Dignity in the Church, on the ſaid 
Mr. Haadliy, for his eminent Services in 
the Church and State.“ | 
The Queen's Anſwer Was: 
© will take a proper Opportunity to 
comply with your Requelt.” ˖ 
Every true Engliſhman rejoiced at this 
Vote: And the more ſo, from a Perſuaſion 
„ that 


* 


** 
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that your Enemies would never be fo info- 
Tent as to attack you again, and ſet them- 
ſelves in Oppoſition to the Senſe of the 

Nation. e 
A greater Honour, your Lordſhip could 
never have received; as it was the Approba- 
tion of your Country, declared by its Re- 
preſentatives, one of the moſt auguſt Aſſem- 
blies upon Earth, and which will remain, 
in the Records thereof, an eternal Monu- 
ment to your Renown :----A Monument, 
more glorious, and laſting, than Pillars of 
Marble, or triumphal Arches |! 

For ſome time after this your Lordſhip 
had a Reſpite from your eccleſiaſtical Ad- 
verſaries. It ſeemed as if they were thun- 
der- ſtruck by this noble Reſolution. How- 
ever, it was not long, before theſe Diſturbers 
of our Peace, theſe ſworn Enemies of 
Britiſh Liberty, received a frefh - Provoca+ 
tion, in a Sermon, preached before the 

Kirg, at St. Famess, and publiſhed by 
his ſpecial Command, entituled, I x E 
NATURE or The KINGDOM or 
CHR. Herein you had proved, be- 
yond all reaſonable Contradiftion, that 
Chriſt's Kingdom was not of this World: 
A Doctrine new and ſurpriſing, even to 
the greateſt Part of the « lergy What 
now could your I ordſhip expect but Judg- 
ment without Mercy !-. -It was a Crime of 

ſuch 
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ſuch a Nature as never to be forgiven. To 
be told that Chriſt's Kingdom did not con- 
fiſt in Miters, Lordſhips, Deanaries, Veſt- 
ments, Ceremonies, Spiritual Courts, Ab- 
Z ſolutions, : Perſecutions, Sc. Sc. Ge. 
It was next to the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and for which your Adverſaries 
will never forgive you, either in this World 
or the next. 

Here your Enemies loſt all Patience; and 
inſtead of Reaſon and Argument, diſ- 
charged againſt you their whole Artillery of 
Affronts and Indignities:--- Notwithſtand- 
ing the greateſt and beſt Men in the King- 
dom acknowledged that your Lordſhip's 
Principles, both civil and religious, were 
for the Benefit of human Society, agree- 
able to the natural Rights of Mankind, and 
perfectly conſiſtent with the New-Tefta- 
ment, the Reformation, and the Church 
of Eng/and, 

Your Lordſhip's Enemies. did not n! 


Things ſhould ſtop here. - The lower 


Houte of Convocation appointed a Com- 
mittee, conſiſting of Dr. Moſs, "Bs. 3$her- 
locke, Dr. Friend, Dr. ' Spratt, Dr. Cannon, 
and Dr. By/e, to draw up a Repreſentation, 
to be laid before the upper Houle, concern- 
ing ſeveral dangerous Poſitions advanced by 
your Lordſhip, at that Time Biſhop of 

Bangor; which Repreſentation was n | 
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of by the lower Houſe, and was voted, to 
be entered on their Books, nemiie contrad:- 
cente.---The Attention of the Public was 
again engaged, and Perſons of the higheſt 
' Rank were extremely ſollicitous for your 
Protection. | 
And here, alſo, your Lordſhip had 
the Honour to have one of the beſt, the 
wiſeſt, and braveſt Men that ever the 
World produced, appear in your Behalf :- 
--- I mean the late KING GEORGE; 
who was graciouſly pleaſed, by his royal 
Writ to the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
to prorogue the Convocation ; whereby 
the Deſigns of your Enemies were at 
once defeated. - A noble Inſtance 'of 
royal Juſtice, and paternal Affection to 
his Subjects! A ftrange Phznomenon in 
the political World! A Monarch exert- 
iag himſelf in Defence of his Subjects i- 
berties, which Multitudes of themſelves were 
eager to betray! An Example highly de- 
ſerving the Imitation of every Sovereign, 
but hardly to be paralleled. His generous 
Soul was influenced by all thoſe Senti- 
ments of Humanity and Compaſſion, 
with which Chriſtianity never fails to in- 
ſpire its real Votariess He could not 
forbear, voluntarily and unaſked, to inter- 
poſe in Behalf of an innocent and abuſed 
Subject. This ſingle Inſtance of his 
1 royal 
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royal Virtue will ever be recorded in the 
Bri: Annals, to his immortal Honour ; 
for which Generations to come will call him 
bleſſed. 

I cannot. conclude without taking ſome - 
Notice of a late honeſt Performance ? of 
your Lordſhip's, which has» again drawn 
upon you the _ unjuſt Attacks of the Bi- 
gots of all Parties Your Lordſhip could 
expect nothing lels :----Its natural Deſigu 
and — being to beat down My- 
ſtery, Bigotry, Superſtition, and Non- 
ſenſe; which have bern, for ſo many 
Ages, the grand Support of the ſacrrdo- 
tal Empire,. What Wonder, then, if 
your Lordſhip ſuſtained a freſh. Torrent 
of Abuſe on this Occaſion. I have read 
many of the. Anſwers to this valuable Trea- 
tiſe ; but have found none of them me- 
riting your Lordſhip's Obſervation. In 
Oppoſition to all theſe Exertions of Scur- 
rility I could produce, if it were neceſ- 
ſary, the Sentiments of the | beſt and 
greateſt Men that the preſent Age has 
produced, in Favour of your Lordſhip's 
Character and Principles. But I ſhall con- 
tent, myſelf with what the learned and 
pious% Dr. Tenniſon was plcaſed to advance, 
in his Proteſt againſt the Report of the 


* The Plain Account. 


Convo- 
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Convocation, in the Caſe of your I ord- 
ſhip. I have read it often, and never 
without a ſecret Pleaſure. It breathes 
forth nothing but Piety, Charity, and 
New - Teſtament Religion: * Being 
«+ perſuaded in my own Mind, that the 
« Word of God is the only ſufficient 
Foundation, upon which a true Pro- 
« teſtant can build his Religion, and that 
* the Doctrine containe in the Biſhop's 
Sermon, preached before his Maj ity 
« on Sunday the giſt of March, 1717, 
„ and publiſhed by his Majeſty's ſpecial 
„Command, are true proteſtant Doctrines, 
« and ſo perfectly agreeable to the Word 
„ of God, revealed to us in the Bible, 

« that there ſeems no Juſt Cauſe for the 
«© Complaints made againſt them 
„ which Complaints probably would ne- 
c ver have been thought of, had not 
« ſome Men, whilſt they were making 
% open Profeſſions of their loyal Inten- 
e tions, ſecretly deſigned to caſt a Blot 
and Contempt on the regal Authority 
* and under a plauſible Pretence of doing 
% Service to the Church, laid hold of an 
* Opportunity of ſh-wing their Perſonal 
Hatred and Reſentment againſt the 
( Biſhop. r lob 
-*© Subſcribed 14 Feb. 1517 


„ EDWARD TENNISON.” 
Much 
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Much about the ſame Time, that true 
Engliſhman, and famous Orator, Mr. Lech- 
mere, was pleaſed to make very honour- 
able Mention of your Lordſhip in the 
Houſe of Commons, and called you a ſtre- 
nuous and worthy Champion of the Revo- 
lution, and Proteſtant Succeſſion. 

Our bleſſed Saviour, when upon Earth, 
foreſaw the various Perſecutions that would 
befal his Saints and Followers; and for 
their Support and Encouragement he pro- 
nounces them bleſſed ----- Bleſſed are they 
that are perſecuted for Rightronſneſs Sake; 
for their's is the Kingd:m of Heaven. — 
And again, Rejoice and be excee0ing glad, for 
great is your ' Reward in Heaven, for fo 
perſccuted they the Prophets that were be- 
fore you. Malt. v. 10, 12. But I ſhall 
ſay no more; only with the utmoſt Sub- 
miſſion let me entreat your. Lordſhip not 
to be diſmayed, but to go on with that im- 
portant Work in which you have been 
engaged, and for which you are fo ad- 
mirably qualified. Conſider, Sir, it is the 
Glory of God, the Honour and Support of 
his Son's Intereſt and Religion upon Earth, 
that you have ſo zealouſly defended: A 
Religion extremely uſeful to civil So- 
ciety, and admirably adapted to make 


Mankind happy, here and hereafter, _ 
And 


0 nz. We 


# 


re. 
And now, of almighty God NY 
beg,. that he would never leave 
put conſtantly vouchſafe you large 1 
1 IF? Ee Communications of the Gitts and 
*=Graces of his moſt holy Spirit; and when | 
75 you ſhall have done with mortal Things, 
and ſhall ſtand on the Brink of the Grave, 
juſt ready to ſtep into Eternity, may you 
then enjoy a noble Firmneſs and Sere- 
nity of Mind; may all be quiet and har- 
monious within —may you then experimen- 
tally know wh-t it is, to enjoy that Peace 
of God that paſſeth all Underſtanding— 
and may the End of all be to you ever- 
l:ſting Pe ce and Felicity. This, my 
* is the ſincere Deſire and Prayer 
O 


Your Loapae's 
Moſt humlle and 


Meft obedient Servant. 
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„ 
| TO A 


CLERGYMAN, Ee. 


REVEREND Sin! 


I qis not out of Vanity, Lucre, or 
G2 Party that I now fit down to 
make ſome Remarks on your late 
y very extraordinary Sermon. I muſt 
© confeſs I have read ſome other na- 
table ones, and heard many more, on this Oc_ 
caſion; but none ſo deſerving of public Con. 


tempt and Cenſure, Your whole Performance 
4 3 could 


that Spirit of Strife and Diſcord, which, as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, it is your pecu- 
* Province to ſuppreſs. 


irrer 


could be calculated with no other View than to 
revive old Heats and Animoſities, and to raiſe 


I know of nothing more repugnant to the 


Spirit of Chriſtianity, than for one, profeſſing to 
preach it, to ſet up for the Champion of a Par- 


ty; ſince Parties are for the moſt Part influenced 
by Motives mean and brutal, inconſiſtent with 
that unalterable Regard to Truth and Juſtice, to 
which all Men and all Parties have an inviolable 
Claim, 

I hope you will not be offended, if in this Ad- 
dreſs, I ſpeak my Sentiments plainly. And tho' I 
ſhall not fail of doing ſo, yet notwithſtanding the 


- Provocation you have given, my Intention is to 


treat you with the Civility due to your Function, 
without Paſſion, or Perſonal Reproach. And if 


you are not very much prejudiced by a blind and 
furious Zeal, I perſuade myſelf I ſhall ia, ſome 
Degree enlighten your Underſtanding, and awaken 
your Conſcience : not by Falſhood and Diſguiles, 
but by Facts; Facts that are inconteſtable, and 
that will argue for themſelves. 

It would take up too much of my Time to 


enter upon all the particular Falſities, Abſurdities, 


and fallacious Reaſonings, with which your Ser- 
mon was made up. I ſhall oniy offer the fol- 
lowing general Remarks to your Conſideration; 

1. | in- 
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intreating you to peruſe them calmly, without 
any Party-Spirit, diveſted of all Prejudice and 
Partiality, with a Temper and Diſpoſition of 
Mind becoming a Gentleman and a Scholar, al- 
ways determined to ſubmit to the Force of Truth : 
and Evidence: And then your own Conſcience 
will preſently ſuggeſt to you, that your whole 
Sermon was a manifeſt Contradiction to the Re- 
ligion, Laws, Government, and true * 
of your Country. 

The exalted Character you was pleaſed to gire 
of King Charles the Firſt, made a very conſide- 
rable Part of your Diſcourſe, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, it was ſpeciouſly drawn, and delivered 
with an engaging Elocution and Emphaſis; but 
it had this unlueky Circumſtance attending it, 
that the Picture had no Affinity with the 
Original: Light and Darkneſs, Heaven and 
Hell, could not poſſibly be more oppoſite to each 
other, than your Portrait was to the real Cha- 
racer of that unhappy Prince. Therefore, permit 
me, Sir, in my Turn, to give you his true and 
genuine ChataQter ; which, at this "Diſtance of 
Time, can only be done, by an impartial Reci." 
tal of the moſt conſiderable and important Actions 
of his Life. 

During the Minority of this Prince he was 
looked on, by all that knew him, to be of a 
moſt. obſtinate Di/poſition. His Mother greatly 
lamented his unhappy Turn of Mind, and was 
B 2 heard 


4 A LETTER 
heard to ſay of him in Public, that She feared 
| * he would live to be the Ruin, of him- 
| s ſelf, and occaſion the Loſs of his three King- 
| « doms by his Obſtinacy.” Soon after he came 
to the Throne he married a French Papiſt, by a 
Diſpenſation from the Pope, and according to te 
Ceremonies of the Church of R:me. She was 
not only a Papiſt, but in a remarkable Manner 
| attached to all the Fopperies and moſt abſurd Prac- 
tices of that Church. By the Articles of this 
Marriage, many Liberties were granted to the 
Papiſts. A Chapel was permitted to be built at 
Somerſct- Houſe, where there was likewiſe eſta. 
bliſhed a Convent of Capuchin Friars, who, to- 
gether with a great Number of Prieſts and Je- 
ſuits, walked the Streets in their Habits, in ſuch a 
Manner as had never been allowed ſince the Re- 
formation, The King wrote to the Pope with 
the Title of Moſt Fly Father, © 
All the honeſt and wiſe Part of the Nation was 
5 greatly alarmed at this Match; fearing it woulg | 
i again bring us back to the Slavery and Bondage- 
| of Rome. King Charles the Firſt was a ſtaunch 
x Bigot, and conſequently the Darling of the Cler- 
j | gy; and having no great Reach of his own, was 
bo governed by his Prieſts, who have been alway, 
| unfortunate when they meddle in Politicks, Hig 
whole Reign was one continued Series of Follies, 
or Infringements of the Rights of his Subjects. He 


lived in the conſtant * Violation of the 
fun- 


fundamental Laws of the Realm; and conducted 
every thing to the Diſhonour and Reproach of 
the Engliſb 'Nation.--- But to deſcend to Parti- 
culars, 
He agreed with the Marquis D'Effat, the: 
French Minifter, for a Squadron of Men of War, 
to join the French Fleet at Dieppe, which was 


fitting out againſt the Proteſtants at Rochelle 
Thereby to deſtroy. at once all the remaining. 


Strength of the Reformed in that Kingdom. The 
Command of this Squadron. was given to Captain 
Pennington, whom he ſtrictly enjoined, that in 
caſe his Ships ſhould refuſe to join the French, in: 
this vile Expedition, he ſhould uſe all forcible. 
Means to compel them, even to the ſinking them, 
if they continued obſtinate: That was, to de- 
ſtroy the Engliſh, his own People, if they would 
not deſtroy the French Proteſtants, | 

This Conduct appears by far the more wicked: 
and aſtoniſhing, as the King a little before had 
wrote two Letters, ſigned Charles Rex, to the 
Peers, Burghers and Inhabitants of the City of: 
Rochelle, engaging to aſſiſt them to the utmoſt. 


In the firſt Letter he ſays, My Fleet ſhall. 


s periſh rather than you ſhall not be relieved.” 
In the ſecond, ** Be affured I will never abandon: 
you, and that I will employ all the. Force of 

« my Kingdom for your Deliverance.” 
When the Parliament came afterwards to exa- 
mine Pennington's” Papers, they found a Letier- 
B. 3 from 
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from the King, ſigned Charles Rex, ' © Requiring 
ce him to diſpoſe of thoſe Ships as he ſhould be di- 
e rected by the French King, and to fink or fire 
& ſuch as ſhould refuſe to obey thoſe Orders.” 
On this Proceeding, General Zud/ow has this 
plain Remark, © By this horrible Treachery the 
te ſtrong Town of Rochelle, wherein the Security 
« of the Proteſtants of France chiefly conſiſted, 
« was delivered up to the Papiſts; and thoſe of the 
*« Reformed Religion in all Parts of the Kingdom 
«« expoſed to the Rage of their cruel and bloody 
„ Enemies. Again: King James was ſtrongly 
e bent to render himſelf abſolute; yet he choſe 
cc rather to carry on that Deſign by Fraud than 
« Violence ; but King Charies, immediately after 
his Acceſſion to the Throne, pulled off the 
„ Maſk, and openly diſcovered his Intention to 
% make the Crown abſolute and independent; 
« and the Queen, on her Part, prefſed him on 
« all Occaſions, to purſue the Deſign of en- 
& larging his Power, and to mould the Church 
© of England to a nearer Compliance to the Se 
„ of Rome.” At the ſame Time this Prince ſent 
a Declaration to the Lord Keeper, for grant- 
ing full Liberty and Toleration to all Papiſts, 
notwithitanding the extreme Rigour of the then 
-Laws againſt them. Upon ſome of the Privy 
Counſ:] adviſing him againſt this, illegal ep, 


a Memoirs, Vol, I. P. +: 
he 
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he openly replied, - That it was his Will, thoſe 
C Laws ſhould all ſtand diſcharged.” 

Thus, almoſt in the firſt Month of his Reign, 
he ſet up a deſpotic Power againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion. He granted a general Pardon to all Papiſts 
under Proſecution ; not only as Papiſts, but as 
Criminals. He releaſed Twenty Prieſts from 
Goal, And it now evidently appeared, that he 
intended to rule, and govern all, by abſolute Will 
and-Pleaſure. 

The Parliament began to be greatly alarmed by 
theſe Meaſures, and proteſted in form againſt 
them. They remonſtrated, 

1. His protecting a ſeditious, virulent, and ig- 
norant Prieſt, Richard Montague, in Oppoſition 
to the Senſe of the Parliament. 

2. The great Increaſe and Countenancing of 
Popery, by diſpenſing. with all the Laws againſt 
it, in an arbitrary Manner. | 

3. War againſt Spain, without a Decla- 
ration; and the ſending to deſtroy the Proteſ- 
tants of Rochelle. | 

4. The total Miſ-employment of three Subſi- 
dies, and three fifteenths. With many other E- 
normities, too tedious to relate, 

This Montague wrote a Book, entituled, Apells 
Cæſarem; wherein he advanced the following 
Poſitions, 

1. That the Church of Rome is, and ever was, 


a true Church, 
| 4 | 2. De- 
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. That Images might be uſed to excite De- 
votion. 


3. That Saints have Patronage, Calbe, 
Protection and Power, over certain Perſons and 


Things, as the Angels have. 


This Book gave great Offence unto all true 


Proteſtants. The Parliament condemned it, and 


ſummoned Montague to attend at their Bar; and 
voted his Book to be contrary to the Articles eſta- 


bliſhed by Parliament, to tend to the King's Diſ- 
honour, and the Diſturbance of the Church; 
and obliged him to enter into a Bond of 20001, 
to appear again on the next Summons. 


However, notwithſtanding this Book was ſo 


publickly condemned by. the Parliament, as well 
as by the general Voice and Suffrage of the 


Kingdom, yet at Court it met with Applauſe, . 


and high Encomiums; and the Author was re- 
warded inſtantly. with the Biſhoprick of Chicheſ- 


ter; and ſoon after was tranſlated to Norwich: 


Whereby the King again openly declared his En- 
couragement of popery; and that whoever, in 
Contempt of the Parliament and Conſtitution of 


England, would aſſert a deſpotic Power in Church 


and State, might expect to be rewarded. 


Thus, in the Beginning of his Reign, he loſt 
he Hearts and Affections of a great Part of his 
Subjects. What contributed to encreaſe the ge- 


neral Murmuring and Diſcontent, was his ille- 


gal and arbitrary Treatment of a great Number 
; | of 
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of leading Men of both Houſes of Parliament- 
Sir Fobn Elliot, a famous Speaker of the Haufe 
of Commons, was committed cloſe Priſoner to the 


4 Gatebonſe, with many others. The Pretence was, 
for undutiful Speech. The Commons paſſed a 
* Vote to vindicate all their Members at once; 

declaring that there had been no undutiful Speech 


in that Houſe from the Beginning of the Parlia- 
ment to that Day. Sir Dudly Diggs, another top 
Speaker in the Houſe of C:mmons, was hurried 
away to the Tower, under the Pretence alſo of 
$ undutiful Speech, at a late public Conference 
; with the Lords, This Gentleman proteſted with 
the utmoſt Solemnity that he never ſpoke the 

4 Words he was charged with, and that no ſuch 
Words ever came into his Thoughts; and 
what is more, (merely out of Regard to common 
Juſtice) thirty-ſix of the Lords, who ſtood cloſe 
by him at the time of the faid Conference, enter. 
ed into a voluntary Proteſtat on, ſubſcribing their 
Names to it, viz, That the ſaid Sir Dudly Diggs 
di] not ſpeak thoſe Words, nor any Words that 
did or might trench on the King's Honour. 


dome of the Lords who proteſted. were 
Fri of Mulgrove, Earl of Clare, 
Earl of Cleveland, Earl of Denbigh, 
| Earl of Weſtmoreland, Earl of Lincoln, 

Earl of Bullingbraok Earl of Eſex, 


Earl 
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Earl of Cambeiadge, Earl of Bridgewater, 
Earl of Devon, Earl of Montgemery, * 
Earl of Warwick, Earl of Nettingham,. - | 


Earl of Northampton, Karl of Herford fe 


Notwithſtanding this public Atteſtation of his | 
Innocence by ſo many Peers, to the Ter he | 
muſt go, right or wrong. Innocence in thoſe i 


Days was no Security. 


All this was done contrary to the Opinion of | 
the Judge, who declared, That ſuch a violent | 
Reftraint on ſo many Members, was a public | 


Arreſt on the whole Body of Parliame t. 


The King, by a Mcflage to the Earls of Bri/- | 
tel and A undell, forbad them to attend the 


Ho ſſe of Lirat; and f. on after committed the 
latter to the Toer. This made a mighty Fer- 

ent. All the Peers began now to look on their 
Perfons and Eſtates to be in great Danger. — 


They petitioned his Majeſty, in a ſubmiſſive 


Manner, humbly befeeching © That the Earl of 
's Arund il, A Member of their houſe, might be V 


<< reſtored to them again; and that the ſame Re- 
** gard might be had to the Rights and * 
of the Peers as had ever been.“ 

The King gave a rough Anſwer, and would 
not diſcharge him. This produced a long and 


well penned Remonſtrance. The Lords exerted. 


+ Ruſhworth, P. 361. 
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hemſelves on this Occaſion with a becoming 
Spiritz they petitioned the King again and again, 
five different Times, and came to the following 
remarkable Reſolution, nemine contradicente, 
] «© That no Lord of Parliament, the Par- 
X << liament ſetting, or within the uſual Time of 
te the Privilege of Parliament, is to be impriſon- 
&« ed or reſtrained, without Sentence or Order 
le of the houſe ; unleſs it be for Treaſon or Fe. 
( lony, or for refuſing to give Security for the 
peace; and that, und voce, this is the undoubt- 
0 IF © ed Right of tbe Peers “.“ | 

ic | Things continued for a conſiderable Time jn 
this Situation; the King committing many of 
the Houſe of Commons, and daily breaking in upon 
e thoſe Rights and Privileges of the Hſe of Lords, 
e which for a long Time had been held ſacred and 
P inviolable, *till at laſt he grew tired with frequent 
g Petitions and, Remonſtrances, of both Houſes, 'in 


Vindication of their juſt and legal Rights : Where- 
fore, the better to eſtabliſh his abſolute Power 
and Dominion over the Lives and Properties of 
his Subjects, he determined to have no Parliament 
at all; and ſent a Meſſage to the Hauſe of Lords, 
ſignifying his Intention to diſſolve the Parliament, 
then ſitting, inſtantly. 

This alarmed both Houſes, more than any 
wing that had yet happened; and they were un- 


ö 


* Ruſhworth, P. 365. 
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der tertible Apprehenſions of the Conſequences : 
that might enſue ſuch a peremptory and ſudden | 


Diſſolution, at ſo critical a Juncture. ? 
The Lords, the ſame Morning, ſent a Petition © 
to the King, affirming, „That they were really 
« and truly, his moſt faithful and loyal Subjects; 
cc and that as they were alſo his Majeſty's heredi- | 
« tary Council of the Kingdom, they were oblig'd, ; 
de by the Duty they owed to God, his Majeſty, | 
<& and their Country, humbly to offer their Advice, 
te that the Parliament may be continued for ſome | $ 
| « Time longer, whereby great and apparent 
« Dangers may be prevented, and his Majeſty | 
c made happy in the Duty and Love of his Peo- 
cc ple.” This honeſt and memorable Petition was 
delivered by the Lord-Viſcount Mandeville, the © 
Earl of Mancheſter, Lord Preſident of his Ma- 
jeſty's Council, the Earl of Pembroke, the Earl | 
of Carliſle, and the Earl of Holland. The King | 
returned for Anſwer, © that he would hear no 
= Motion, but would diſſolyve the Parliament, 
« and immediately cauſe a Commiſſion to ow | 
c the Great Seal for that Purpoſe *.” g 
But the King would not ſtop here; — for, 
the day following, Warrants were directed from 
the Privy-Council, to apprehend ſeveral Mem. 
bers of Parliament, as Denzil Hollis, Eſq; Sir 
Miles Hebert, Sir Peter Hayman, Jobn Selden, 
Eſq; Corti intin, Long, Stroud, Valentine, and 
| * Ruſhworth, P. 398. | 

fome 
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ſome others; all leading Men in the Houſe of 
Commons. Moſt of them were apprehended and 
committed cloſe Priſoners to the Tower. 

Having in ſo unprecedented a Way diſſolved this 
Parliament, and calling no other during the. 
twelve following Years, he in that long Pe- 
riod governed as arbitrarily as the Grand Sig- 
nior, and in a Manner ſubverſive of all the 
Laws and Conſtitution of this Realm. In the 
firſt ſeven Years of this Time he publiſhed no lefg 
than one Hundred and forty-ſix Proclamations :; 
The chief Deſign of which was to raiſe [Money 
without Conſent or Authority of Parliament, un- 
der the Denomination of Condut-Money, Tun- 
iS nage, Poundage, Ship- Money, c. &c. 
e | Great Numbers amongſt the Nobility and 
principal Gentry, who had hitherto adhered to 
the King, began daily ta fall off, and to deſert 

the Court. Nothing was heard of but Grievances 
and Remonſtrances; and Perſons of great Note 
began publickly to declare that the Government 
was illegal and arbitrary, and that the Conſtitu- 
tion was actually deſtroyed. Many about the 
King had the Honeſty and Courage to paint out 
to him the unavoidable Conſequences of thoſe 
wicked and violent Meaſures. Sir Robert Cotton 
repeatedly told him in Council, That whatever 
Reaſons may be given for it, the Nation would 
not bear the levying Money without Conſent of 
Parliament; and that every Tax not authoriſed 
C there. 


rr 


thereby, was breaking in upon the Conſtitution, 
and eſteemed by the People of England as an Act 
of Tyranny, and impoſing of Servitude. 

This wiſe and prudent Advice did not ſuit the 
Temper of King Charles. He had nothing in his 
Head or Heart but abſolute Rule and Government. 

1 may here remark, that the Miſchieſs and 
Miſery of this Reign muſt, in ſome Meaſure, be 
imputed to that haughty Eccleſiaſtic Arch- 
biſhop Laud, and his Creatures. They diſſwaded 
the King from all moderate Meaſures; and 
pretended that by their Authority and Influence 
they would greatly promote his Deſign of plunder- 
ing his Subjects, (which is certainly done, when 
their Money is taken by Force, without Law 
and Conſent of Parliament:) And, to do them 
Juſtice, they laboured it heartily. | 

One Manwaring undertook to prove out of 
the Scripture, « That Kings might impoſe 
& Taxes without Conſent of Parliament, and 
ce that the People were bound in Conſcience to 
« obey their Will and Pleaſure,” TLaud ſent 
another paraſitical Prieſt (one Sibthrp to preach 
an Aſſize-Sermon at N:rthanpton, wherein he 
aſſerted, hat The King is not bound to ob- 
& ſerve the Laws of the Realm concerning the 
Subjects Rights and Liberties, and that his 
« royal Will, in impoſing Taxes without Con- 
&« ſent of Parliament, binds his Subjects on Pain 
&« of Damnation; and that thoſe who refuſe to 


pay 
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& pay the Loans offend God, and become guilty 
& of Diſloyalty and Rebellion.“ This wretched 
Sycophant, inſtead of b ing puniſhed for this 
wicked and impious Doctrine, was rewarded 
with a Biſhoprick. All the Sermons. now at 
Court were to the ſame Purpoſe. — Ludleto tells 
us, „ This was the only Work of which the 
„ Clergy were judged capable; and therefore 
« divers of them entered the Lift as Champions 
of the Prerog tive, eflerting that the Poſſeſſions 
c and Eſtates cf the Subject did of Right belong 
e to the King; and that he might diſpuſe of 
e them at his Pleaſure: Thereby annullings 
* as much as in them lay, all the Laws of 
% England that ſecure Property to the People .“ 

But the King ſoon found that the Clergy 
might continue their Preaching to Eternity, 
without bringing any Money into the Exchequer, 
and therefore more violent Methods were taken. 
He began with impriſoning a great Number of 
the. firſt Rank and Quality, as well as many 
eminent Merchants and Traders in London and 
elſewhere, for refuſing to pay thoſe illegal Taxes. 


Sir Thomas Grantham, | Sir Oliver Luke, 
Sir John Strangewayes, | Sir Th:mas Wentworth, 


Sir Yilliam Armin, | Sir Mill am Conſtable, 
Sir Wil iam Wilmore, Sir John Pickering, 
Sir Robert Poyntz, Sir William Chancey, 


2 Vol. I. P. 5. 
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Sir William Maſſan, Sir Morris Berkeley, 
Sir Era inus Dratton, | Sir John Wray, 


Sir Nathaniel Barnardi/ton, | Six Fobn Hotham, 
Sir Beachan St. Fobn, Sir Francis Barrington. 


I could mention many other Knights, as well | 
as Efquires, Gentlemen, and a Multitude of the 
moſt eminent Me:chants and Traders of the City 
of Londen, who were committed Priſoners to the 
Fleet, the Gate-houſe, the Marſhalſea, and the 
New-Priſen; many of them to the entire Ruin 
of themſelves and Families, for no other Reaſon 
but their refuſing the Loan, as it was abſurdly 
called; for with what Propriety could it be ſo 


termed, when Penalties were inflicted on thoſe 
who would not pay it “? 


Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking of King Charles the 
Firſt, ſays, —— That, by his illegal Admini- 
« firation he had brought himſelf into great 
. -« Diſtreſs, but had not the Dexterity to extri- 
& cate himſelf out of it; and that he loved high 
„ and rough Methods, but had neither Skill o- 
« Genius to conduct them; he hated all that 
« offered prudent and moderate Councels; and 
* in his outward Deportment never took any 
« Pains ta oblige any one . A true Picture 

Acherly, the famous Lawyer, tells us, The 


Vid Ruſhworth's Collection, P. 473. 
+ Hiſt, of his own Times, Vol. I. 18 
« King's 
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« King's Miniſters gave themſelves over to- 
& Licentiouſneſs and wanton Acts of Power, 
& thinking themſelves now freed from Parlia- 
„ mentary Inquiſitions, and above the Reach of 
& ordinary Juſtice ; Proclamations ſupplied the 
« Defeats of Law; Tonnage and Poundage,. 
ce and other Impoſitions, were collected by order 
« of Council ; Freedom of Speech was in a Man- 
c ner extinguiſhed. Sir Fobn Elliot was con- 
* demned and. fined 2000 J. Denzill Hollis 
6% 1000 Marks, Valentine 500, (all leading 
« Men in the Houſe of Commons) and were im- 
« priſoned 'till they ſhould pay the Fines : Which 
e Impriſonment was accompanied with ſome ar- 
« bitrary Severities; for thoſe Gentlemen were 
«© denied not only Pen, Ink and. Paper, but in 
« their Sickneſſes their Wives were denied Admit» 
* tance, in ſo much that Sir Jobn Elliot, after 
© many Years Impriſonment, ſunk and died 
« under the Oppreflion. But thoſe Proſecu- 
e tions and Condemnations, being a Wound to 
ce the two Eſtates of the Lords and Commons, in 
cc their tendereſt Privilege, and having raiſed. 
« great Diſcontents, were, in the Reign of King 
ee Charles the Second, reverſed, and unanimouſly: 
6 declared illegal. In which Reverſal, thoſe: 
& Proſecutions and Impriſonments, and the Pow 
« er of the Miniſters, by which the Privileges. 
« of Parliament, and all the Commons of Enz-- 
N. lng... were trampled under Foot, appear to this. 
C3 Da 
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„% Day in Colours adminiſtripg a Deteſtation of 
« ſuch Proceedings | 

Mere it neceſſary, I could mention a hundred 
em Inſtances more, to prove that the Go- 
vernment of King Charles the Firft, for many | 
Years, was illegal, arbitrary, and tyrannical, | 
and that the Conſtitution was actually ſubverted 
and deſtroyed. 

The King began now to look upon himſelf as | 
ſecure, and to imagine that by his barbarous 
Uſage of ſo many Perſons of Rank and Quality, 
all others would be deterred from appearing openly 
for their Religion, Laws, and Liberties. 

„The Prerogative, fays Lud/ow,' was now 
ec wound up to a great Height in Englund, and 
the Affairs of the Church tending to a Conjunc- 
tion with the See of Rome. But before any 
further Progreſs was made, it was thought ex- 
« pedient, that the Pulſe of Scotland ſhould be 
ce felt. To this End, a Form of public 1 5 
« was ſent them, more nearly approaching the 
« Roman Office than that uſed in England. 
“ The Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, were 
« diſcontented with the Book itſelf, as well as 
« the Manner of impoſing it. The Clergy of 
% England, who had been the chief Adviſers 
„and Promoters of this Violence, prevailed on 
© the King to cauſe all the Scott to be oh 
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e Traitorsz and they were not wanting to pro- 
« mote the new Levies againſt the Scott, con- 
« tributing largely thereunto : Which was but 
« reaſonable ; it being manifeſt to all, that the 
« Clergy were the principal Authors and Fo- 
©. menters of thoſe Troubles *.“ 

This War with the Scots was looked upon by 
the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty of 
England, as the moſt imprudent that could be. 
And indeed the King himſelf ſoon found it to be 
ſo; the very Officers and Soldiers of the Army 
treating it with Contempt and Ridicule ; inſo- 
much that he was obliged to come to an 
Agreement with the Scots, upon Terms no Way 
to his Honour or Advantage. 

The mot profitable Preferments in the Eng. 
ii Church were now given to thoſe of the 
« Clergy who were moſt forward to promote 
„the new Ceremonies and Superſtitions. '- An 
« Oath was enjoined with an c. Several 
« Holidays were introduced, and required to be 
«< obſerved by the People with all poſſible So- 
« lemnity; Patents and Monopolies of almoſt 
« every thing were granted to private Men, to 
the great Damage of the Publick ; Knigbt- 
« hood, Coat and Conduct Money, and many 
s other illegal Methods were revived, and put in 
* Execution to rob the People, in order to ſup- 
port the Profuſion of the Court +.” 

»» Ludlow, Vol. I. p. 6, 2, 8. 1 Bid. p. g. 
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Things went on for a conſiderable Time pretty 
favourably to the Court. By their Violence and 
Tyranny they carried all before them, and ſeemed l 
to bid fair to obtain a compleat Victory over all 
. the Laws of the Kingdom, as well as over the 
Lives and Properties of the Subjects. But freſh | 
Troubles began now to ariſe. The City of Lon. 
don grew more and more diſguſted at the grant- 
ing Monopolies, and Patents; and at the unpar- ; 
liamentary raiſing, as well as the violent Me- 
thods daily practiſed in collecting ſeveral. illegal 
Taxes; infomuch, that a very great Number of | 
Citizens, of Rank and Figure, at once refuſed | 
to pay ſeveral of the Loans; at the ſame Time 
declaring, they would pay no Taxes at all, with- 
out the Conſent and Authority of Parliament. 

This was a dreadful Shock to the Court ; they 
gave it the name of Rebellion, and determined 
to put an End to it at once. An Order was if- 
ſued, to take away the Sword from the Lord 
Mayor, and moſt of the chief Officers of the 
City were inſtantly impriſoned. Hereupon the 
People roſe, and beſet the houſe of Laud, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, who was ſuppoſed to put 
the King on thoſe violent Courſes ; they demo- 
liſhed his Grace's Windows, but he made his 
Eſcape for that Time by Water. Moſt of the 
Counties in England began now to ſend up to 
the Privy Council Petitions and Remonſtrancesg 
complaining, of the Wegal Taxes, and the violent 
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Methods of collecting them; which gave Birth 
to many troubleſome and vexatious Law-ſuits * 
And notwithſtanding in thoſe Suits the Subject? 
4 frequently got the better of the Crown, yet i 
many times ended in their Ruin. 

The Court now found it neceſſary to tamper 
with moſt of the great Lawyers. Some of the 
Judges and Lawyers took the Bait, and for the 
ſake of ſome temporary Preferment became 
open and publick Traitors to their Country» 
by declaring in Wefmin/t.r- Hall, for Law, 
That the King might impoſe Taxes upon the 
„People, and that he might impriſon and diſ- 
* train in caſe of Refuſal.” | 

But to do juſtice to the Lawyers, [I muſt ac- 
knowledge, That the fat greater Part of them 
wete, in reality, Friends to the Conſtitution. 
They diſcovered a true Englih Spirit, and gladly 
embraced every Opportunity to ſupport the Rights 
and Liberties of the Subjects; to the great Mor- 
tification of the King and Lawd, 

This firm Behaviour of the Lawyers, put the 
Court on making another dreadful Attack on the 
Lives and Properties of the Subject. For, finding 
= they could not corrupt the common Courts of 
= Juſtice to that Degree they aimed at, they created 

or revived arbitrary Courts, as the Star-Chamber 
and High Commiſſion Courts, wherein monſtroug 
Cruelties were daily committed, even on Perſons 
ol high Rank, Quality, and Learning. 


The 
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The Practice of thoſe Courts was much a kin 


to that of the Inquiſition in Spain and Portu- 
gal at this Day. Laud preſided in both off 
them. His Power and Influence were fo great, 
that every thing done there was eſteemed 2s 
his particular Act and Deed. The other Mem- 
bers were, as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, ** Littlef 
© more than mere Machines, to move and act 
© as this godly Prelate directed.“ And gruly they 
judged right, in putting an Eccleſiaſtic at the 
Head of thoſe Courts; as nothing was intended} 
but Fines, Impriſonments, cutting off Ears, flit. 
ting up Noſes, and other ſuch bloody Work: 
Witneſs the horrid Barbarity practiſ.d on the 
learned William Prynn:, Eſq; Dr. Leightor, | 
Dr. Ba/twick, Dr. Burton, and a Multitude of o. 
thers, by thoſe inhuman arbitrary Judicatories, 
Prynre was an eminent Lawyer of Eincoln's- 
Inn; a Geatleman of high Reputation for Learn- | 
. ing and Piety ; he wrote a Book againſt the Ob- 
ſcenity of the Stage, and the lewd Practices of the 
Actors, who were arrived to ſuch a Height as to 
give great Offence to all the ſober Part of the 
Nation. Laud pretended this was a Reflection | 
on the Queen, who was a mighty Favourer,of 
.the Women Actors, ſhe having herſelf alſo acted 
a Paſtoral at Somerſet-Houſe; ſo without any 
Shadow of Law, Reaſon, or Juſtice, he proſe- 
cutes Prynne in his beloved Star-Chamber ; ang 
pronounces this execrable Sentence upon him: 
+1=T'8 
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W To pay the King five Thouſand Pounds; to fland 


twice in the Pillory; to have both his Ears cut , 
on? at tach Time; ta be afterwards impriſoned ' 
during Life, without the Uſe of Pen, Ink, or Pa. 
per; and to be ftigmatixed on both Cheeks with 
S. L. Denoting thereby a Seditious Libeller. 
At the ſame Time Laud proſecuted Dr. Baft- 
wick and Burton; the former an eminent Phyſi- 
cian, the latter a Divine. They were both 
condemned to pay five Thouſand Pounds to the 
King ; to ſiand in the Pillory; to have bath Ears 
cut off ; and to be impriſoned during Life : All 
which was executed with the utmoſt Severity; 
and they, together with Mr, Prynne, were ba- 
niſhed to the remote Iſlands of Scilly, Guernſey, 
and Jerſey, where they were incarcerated ; nei- 
ther their Wives nor any of their Friends being 
permitted to ſee them. 


John Lilburn, a young Gentleman of cbuſi- 
derable Family and Fortune, lived at this Time 
with Mr. Prynne ; and, having a great Regard 
for a Perſon dF his extraordinary Abilities and In- 
tegrity, could not forbear writing ſomething in 
his Vindication. This ſoon came to Laud's 
Ears. The Prelate hereupon immediately order- 
ed him to be brought before him in the Court of 
Star-Chamber, where he fat in Triumph, and 
condemned this unfortunate Youth te be whipped 
from the Fleet-Priſon to Weftminſter-Hall; 16 
Ange bas foe Hundr. 4 Laſhes, wi ns a treble Cord 


Wc 


rern 


heving Knots upon it; and afterwards to ſtand in 
the Pilhry. He was whipped ſo bloodily that 


every Heart bled for him; yet he bore it with a | 
Courage that was amazing. While he wagin | 
the Pillory, in this moſt deplorable Condition, | 
he expreſſed ſome indignation at the Injuſtice | 


that was done him; this was immediately car- 
ried to Laud, who ſent the Executioner an Or- 


der to gag bim; which was inſtantly done. | 
The Spectators were all ſtruck with Horror and 


Amazement. 


Three Years afterwards, a Gentleman of the | 
| Houſe of Commons exclaimed with great Force | 
and Eloquence againſt the diabolical Practices of | 
this Court; and, taking Notice of this Mr. Lil. 
burn's Sufferings, concludes with the following | 
Words: By Impriſonment he was made a dead 
cc Trunk, by whipping a Rogue, by Pilloring 4 
« a Cheat, by Gagging a Beaſt; they had. better | 


« have hang'd him out- right. Ruyfhrworth ſays, 


When once the Star began to ſwell big, and, | 
« was delighted with Blood, (which, was not till | 
% Laud's Time, who made it ſpring out of the. | 
“ Ears, Noſes, and Shoulders of the Puniſhed) 


« and nothing would ſatisfy ſome Clergymen, 
6s but cropt Ears, flit Noſes, whipped. Backs, 
'« gagged Mouths, and withal to be thrown in- 
„ to Dungeons, and ſome to be baniſhed from 
ec their Nati ve Countries to remote Iſlands, and 


« by Order of this Court to be derart from 
6& their 
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& their Wives and Children; then began the 
* Enzlih Nation to lay to Heart the Slaviſh 
& Condition they were like to come into, if this 
* Court continued.“ The learned Lawyer 
Acherly ſays, „The Cruelty of thoſe corporal 
& Puniſhments, which were arbitrary, and im- 
„ poſed for no Offence againſt the Laws, bound 
& down all the Gentlemen of England under a 
cc ſervile Fear of the like Treatment.” The 
People of England had a general Abhorrence of 
theſe Acts of Tyranny, which one can neither 
write or read of without trembling. * 

The Parliament, ſome Years afterwards, voted 
the Proſecution of thoſe four Gentlemen to. be 
illegal and tyrannical, and obliged theſe un- 
righteous Judges to make them Reparation. Af- 
ter the Parliament had ordered them to be ſet at 
Liberty, they came to London, and were received 
with loud Acclamations; they were met near the 
City by a hundred Coaches filled with Geatle- 
men of Rank and Figure. At the ſame Time, 
one of the Members of the City of London pre- 
ſented to the Parliament a Petition, ſigned by 
more than fifteen thouſand Hands, moſtly Per- 


_ ſons of Note; complaining of the wicked and ty- 
rannical Government of Laud, and the other 


Preiates, who had treated ſome of the beſt Men 


in England, more like Slaves at Morocco, than 
like Chriſtians, Proteſtaats, or Engliſhmen, 
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I cannot dwell on this barbarous Scene; fo will 
give you but one Inſtance more of the horrid Cru- 
elty of this moſt impious Court. The Rev. and | 
learned Alex. Leighton, Doctor of Divinity in the | 
two Univerſities of St. Andrew's and Leyden, was 
arreſted by two Ruffians belonging to the Court 
of Star-Chamber, who dragged him with Force 
and Viblence to Laud's Houſe, where they told 
him he was to be examined, Laud being then at 
home; but, infiead of that, they carried him 
through a ſubterraneous Paſſage, to a Place not | 
opened ſince Queen Mary's bloody Reign; from 
whence, having fettered him there with heavy 
Bolts, they hurried him to Newgate, where in the 
Entry his Wife was almoſt killed; he was there 
caſt into a naſty Dog-hole full of Rats and Mice, 
with no Light but from the uncovered Roof, 
with no Meat from Tueſday Night *till Thur/- 
day Noon. In this doleful Place and Plight they 
kept him fifteen Days, ſuffering none to come at 
him, not even his Wife, in all that Time. Four 
'Days after his Commitment, Laud's Officers, 
or rather Ruffians, came to Dr. Leighton's Houſe 
in Black-Frzars, under a Pretence of ſearching 
for Books. Here they laid violent Hands on his 
poor diſlreſſed Wife, and uſed her with ſo much 
q Inhumanity as is a Shame to expreſs. They 
rifled every one in the Houſe, and held a cock'd 
ö Piftol to a Boy's Breaſt, not above five Years 
old, threatening to kill him if he would not diſ- 
s | cover 
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cover where the Books were ; at which the poor 
Child was fo frightened, that he never recovered 
afterward, At laſt they carried off all the Doctor's 
Books, Houſehold-Good-, Furniture, and Wear- 
ing-Apparel. During his Confinement he almoſt 
pined away, and was fo ill, that an Attorney 
and four Phyſicians certified his Caſe to be deſ- 
perate “. Yet, abſent and ſick, he was ſen- 
tenced to undergo the dreadful Puniſhment of 
which we have an Account as follows in his own 
Petition to the Parliament: „* This horrid Sen- 
&* tence was to be inflited with Knife, Fire, 
« and Whip, at and upon the Pillory, with 


© ten thouſand Pcunds Fine; which ſome of the 


© Lords of the Court conceived could never be 


* inflicted, only that it was impoſed on a dying 


„Min, to terrify others. But Laud and his 
% Creatures cauſed the ſaid Sentence to be exe. 
6 cuted, on the 26th of Nv. following, with a 
« Witneſs. For the Hangman was animated 
« with ſtrong Drink all the Night before, in the 
& Priſon, and with threatening Words, to do it 


* cruelly, Your Petitioner's Hands being tied 


& to a Stake, beſides all other Torments, he re- 
& ceived 36 Stripes with a Treble Cord; after 
& which he ſtood almoſt Two Hours in the Pil- 


* lorv, in Cold, Froſt, and Snow; and then 
« ſuffered the reſt, as cutting off the Ear, firing 


* All this is taken from the Repreſentation of his 
Caſe afterwards laid before the Parliament. 
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« the Face, flitting up the Noſe.” Here the 
Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, when the Peti- 
tion was reading, was ordered to ſtop; and when 
he was going on again, he was ordered to ſtop a 
ſecond time, *till the Auditors recovered them- 
ſelves a little; for the Houſe was melted down 
with Tears, Tenderneſs, and Compaſſion. The 
Petitioner proceeded: He was made a Theatre | 
« of Mifery to Men and Angels; and being fo 
16 broken with his Sufferings that he was not able 
« to go, the Warden of the Fleet would not 
« ſuffer him to be carried in a Coach, but hur- 
« ried him away by Water, to the further en“ 
% dangering of his Life. And on that Day Se- 
« vennight, the Sores upon his Back, Ears, 
«© Nofe, and Face not being cured, he was again 
„ whipped at the Pillory in Cheat ſide, and there 
had the Remainder of the Sentence executed, 
by cutting off the other Ear, flitting up the 
„ other Side of the Noſe, and branding the other 
« Cheek.” My Hand trembles, my Heart 
bleeds, I can go no farther. The Parliament, 
 neniine contradicerte, voted Dr. Leighton ſix thou- 
ſand Pounds, and made him Warden ef that 
Priſon where he fo long lived in loathſome Con- 
finement. 

This belliſh Cruelty, which the Parliament 
could not bear the Hearing of without being mo. 
ved with Tears and Compaſſion, does Biſhop 
Laud, in his Cloſet, write down at large in his 

Diary 
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Diary with Delight. Yet this is that very Bi- 
ſhop of whom that Zealot Arch-deacon Eachard 
ſays, No Man in the World was fo fit to make 
« a Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxfird, con- 
&« fidering his Religion and Charity.” When 
this ſort of Men ſpeak of Religion and Charity, 
the Words muſt be taken in a Senſe directly op- 
poſite to their Meaning in the New Teſtament. / 

Dr. Juxon, a haughty Ecclefiaſtic of mean 
Abilities, had been very aſſiſting to Laud in his 
wicked Doings, who, in retutn, got him ad- 
vanced to the Biſhoprick of London; and foon 
after prevailed on the weak and infatuated King, 
to make him Lord High-Treaſurer of England; 
which gave great Diſguſt to all the Gentry and 
Nobility ; or, as Clarendon expreſſes * ſet them 
in a Flame. 

When any one was brought into the Star- 
Chamber, they had always one general Charge 
brought againſt them, viz. That they were Ene- 
mies to the Church. Thus branded, without any 
Regard to Age, Rank, or Quality, they were 
treated with the utmoſt Rudeneſs. Laud would 
make a Speech of half an Hour long, in Favour 
of the Divine Right of Arch-biſhops, and Bi- 
ſhop', Deans Chancellors, Arch-deacons, Mi- 
tres, Copes, c. &c. which he would call the 
true Primitive Conſtitution; and would gene. 
rally conclude with ſome filly. and ill-natured ig. 
norant Reflections on all the Foreign Proteſtants, 
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particularly the Churches of Amsterdam and Ge- 
neva, By ſuch Miſ-repreſentations he prevailed 
on the King to ſhut up the Dutch and Walloon 
Churches in London, contrary to the Law «of 
God, and the Law of Nations, and againſt the 
Intereſt of ours in particular; great Numbers of 
ſober induſtrious Perſons being thereby driven out 
of the Kingdom. 

Laud's Speeches, what Influence ſoever they 
had on his own Tools and Inſtruments, had no 
other effect on his Auditors in general than to 
expoſe himſelf ; for thereby he diſcovered his ut- 
ter Ignorance of all Hiſtory, both Sacred and 
profane. 

It is not my Intention to enter any farther in- 
o Controverſy than Hiſtory is concerned; but 1 
beg Leave to recommend to the Reader an admi- 
Table Treatiſe on this Head, which never was, 
nor never will be fully anſwered by all the Bigots 
in the World: It is entituled, Anz Enquiry into the 
_ Cenflitutions of the Primitive Church, by the late 
Lord Chancellour King. | | 
Things again, for ſome little Time, went on 
prettycalmly, The Court carried all before them. 
The Cruelty of the Star-Cbamber (as Acherly ex- 
preſſes it) bound down all the Gentlemen in Eng- 
land under a ſlaviſh Fear. The King openly a- 
vowed a deſpotic abſolute Government, by de- 
claring that he would be accountable for his Con- 
duct to none but God. Noching can be more 

fooliſh 
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fooliſh and ridiculous: Is not every Prince upen 
Earth accountable for his Actions to Reaſon, and 
Juſtice ? Sure I am, a King of England is in 2 
particular manner accountable to the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of the Realm. In one of his 
Speeches to the Parliament he has this very re- 
markable Expreſſion, . As it is Blaſphemy to 
« diſpute what God may do, ſo it is Sedition in 
“ Subjects to diſpute what a King may do.” 
In the Height of his Power (Burnet ſays) he was 
ſo poſſeſſed of the Divine Right of Kings, that 
he could not bear that even an elective and li- 
mited King ſhould be called in Queſtion by his 
Subjects. 

The tyrannical Power exerciſed by the Crown 
began now to grow daily more and more grie- 
vous; inſomuch that a Multitude of People began 
to take Refuge in our foreign Plantations ; and 
Numbers of Families actually tranſported them- 
ſelves, from different Parts of the Kingdom, 
The Government at length took Umbrage at it, 
and publiſhed a Proclamation, to reſtrain * 
Majeſty's Subjects from Tranſporting themſelves 
to the Plantations in America, without -a Royal 
Licence. The Court at the ſame Time was 
greatly- alarmed, by an Information from the 
Cuſtom-houſe, that eight large Ships were then 
in the River Thames, taking in Paſſengers for 
New England; which immediately produced the 
following Order of Council: That the Lord 
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“ Treaſurer of England ſhould take a ſpeedy 


« and effectual Care for the Stopping of Eight 
« large Ships now in the River Thames, bound 
« to New England; and ſhould likewiſe give 
« Orders for the putting on Land all the Paſ- 
4 ſengers and Proviſions intended for the 
« Voyage.” 
The Providence of God appears very conſpi- 
cuouſly in this Order of Council; for the famous 
Mr. Hampden, Sir Matthew Poyntin, Sir William 
Conflable, Sir Arthur Haſleridge, with many others | 
of the ſame Stamp, and, above all; Oliver Crom. 
well, were actually embarked, and would have 
ſailed the next Day, had they not been prevented 
by this Order. When Liberty is loſt, let Slave: | 
and Cowards ſtay, True Engh/bmen could not 
bear the doleful Sight. Religion, Laws, and Li- 
berty were then no more | 
The Murmurings and Difcontent of the Peo. 
ple increaſed daily, The King was at laſt pre- 
vailed on to call a Parliament; and accordingly 
a Parliament was ſummoned to meet on the 1 3th 
of April, 1640, after twelve Years Intermiſſion. 
The Commons preſently began to talk of redreſ- 
ſing Grievances. Whereupon, to the Surprize 
and Concern of the whole Nation, the King ſud- 
denly diffolved them; after a Seffion of three 
Weeks. And, to make the Matter ſtill worſe, 
he at the ſame Time continued the Convocation 


by a Special Warrant 3 who in Complaiſance 
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paſſed a Canon, wherein the Divine Right of 
Kings, and unlimited Obedience to them, were 
molt ſtrongly aſſerted. 

By this prepoſterous Conduct the King ſoon 
found himſelf reduced to greater Straits and Dif- 
ficulties than before. He was obliged to ſummon 
another Parliament, to meet on the 3d of No- 
vember following. In this Pailiament he may be 
truly ſaid to have reverſed his former arbitrary 
Proceedings, (though without any ſuch Intention) 
by a more unaccountable Step than any he had 
yet taken; and to have degraded his Authority be- 
neath every thing even his Adverſaries could have 
hoped for: I mean, by his paſſing a Bill, where- 
by he diveſted himſelf of the Power of diſſolving, 
or ſo much as proroguing, them, without their own 
Conſent. Thus he ſubverted the Conſtitution of 
his Country, to his own Prejudice; as he had 
afore violated it in numerous Inſtances, to the 
Detriment of his Subjects. 1 | 

The Englih Conſtitution is originally free. 
We do not owe our Liberty to the Conceſſions of 
our Kings; as - ſome Eccleſiaſtical Writers have 
laboured to prove. No, Sir. In England there 
has ever been a Conſtitution ; that is, a Syſtem 
of Laws, Inſtitutions, and Cuſtoms, according 
to which the King is obliged to govern, and the 
Subject to obey. The King in his Coronation- 
Oath as much ſwears to the People, as the Peo- 


ple ſwear to the King. When the Prince ads 
A in 
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in Conformity to the Laws, he ought not, he 
muſt not be reſiſted, under any Pretence what- 
ever ; but if he violates the Fundamental Laws 


of the Realm, and actually ſubverts the Conſti- 
tution, he virtually unkings himfelf, and may f 


- then not only be reſiſted, but even depoſed, by 
his injured People. Lineal Succeſſion, and Here- 
ditary Right, have no Foundation in Nature; 


and to ſay they are appointed by God, is fo | 
groundleſs and ridiculous a Poſition, as to merit | 


no Reply. There is no Form of Government in 


the World of Divine Appointment: Every Na- 


tion and Kingdom under Heaven is left to ſettle 
that Form of Government which is moſt agree- 
able to their Genius, and moſt conducive to tit 
ſole End of all Government, the Happineſs of 


the Community. Even where kingly Govern- | 


ment prevailed, Hereditary Right was firſt intro- 
duced by Communities, to prevent Strife and 
. Confuſion. In England this Right is acknow- 
ledged and ſtands firm, at this Day; but ſubject 


to certain Reſtxiftions: that is, There have ever 


exiſted in the Community certain Laws founded 
on Reaſon, tending to the Publick Tranquility 
and Welfare ; theſe Laws are the Rule of the 
Governor's Adminiſtration, as well as of the 
People's Obedience ; thefe Laws are the Con- 
ſtitution of the Realm; and whenever it hap- 


pens that a Prince endeavours to ſubvert that 


Conftitution, and ſubſtitutes an Arbitrary Power 
in 


, 
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in its Room, then it becomes juſt, reaſonable, 
and neceſſary, not only to reſiſt, but even to de- 
poſe ſuch a Governor. And if the Circumſtances 
of his Deſcendants are ſuch as will not comport 
with the Intereſt of the Nation, the Lineal Suc- 
ceſſion may be altered, or the crown transferred 
from one Branch of the Family to another; or 
to a new Family, when the ſupreme Law, the 
Safety of the People, calls for it. By a Sta- 
tute as far back as the Thirteenth Year of 
QuEeEN ELIZABETH, it was made High Trea- 
ſon for any one to affirm, that the reigning Prince 
with the Authority of Parliament is not able to 
limit and bind the Crown, and the Deſcent and 
Inheritance thereof. * This plainly ſhews the Le- 
giſlature's Opinion of Hereditary Right in thoſe 
Days. 

The Deſign of this Letter, Sir, is to convince 
you, and all into whoſe Hands it may fall, that 
King CHARLEs was the very Perſon who did 
deliberately and ſtrenuouſly endeavour to ſubvert 
and deſtroy the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
and to ſubſtitute in its Room a wicked, lawleſs, 
and tyrannical Power over the Lives and Proper- 
ties of his Subjects; and conſequently, that the 
Oppoſition of his Subjects, or the Attempts of 
the People to depoſe him, cannot, with any Cou- 
Jour of Reaſon or Juſtice, be called a Rebellion, 
No, Sir; it was a neceſſary Oppoſition, founded 
on the juſteſt Principles: It was an Oppoſition 
per- 
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perfectly conſiſtent with our holy Religion, with 
the common Senſe of Mankind, as well as en- 
tirely agreeable to the particular Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of this Realm. 

Government, I will allow, is a ſacred Thing, 
as you ſo often repeated ; and to reſiſt Govern- 
ment is certainly unlawful, and may be reckoned 
among the moſt heinous Crimes: But "Tyranny 
is not Government. And as, in caſe there were 
no civil Polity, Men would not, however, be de- | 
ſtitute of a natural Right to defend their Lives 
and Properties, but might perſonally reſiſt, or, if 
they found it neceſſary, deſtroy the Invaders; ſo, 
as the Nature of Things does not allow of any 
eſtabliſhed Umpire to determine between a | 
Prince and his People, the Community has a like | 
natural Right of defending itſelf againſt an arbi- 
trary or cruel Adminiſtration. Nor is the Exer- 
tion of this Right liable to ſo much Objection as 
is that of private Men; for the Matters in Diſ- 
pute between thoſe are often of ſuch a Nature, as 
makes it very difficult to judge of the Aggreſſor: 
The Offence is oftentimes ſecret ; or, imme- 
diately affecting the Aggrieved, Self. love may 
magnify it beyond its due Meaſure, or prompt to 
Revenge, when Prudence or Gcod-nature may 
dictate otherwiſe in vain: Moreover, in certain 
Caſes one may ſerve a preſent Intereſt, by claim- 
ing Redreſs where no real Injury has been offer- 
ed, But a Conſtitution can be no Secret, nor | 

| can 
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can the Violations of it be concealed. Self. love 
can never influence the Society to reſiſt legal Go- 
vernment; for the Society can conſider that as no 
other than its own Security and Support, and will 
be ever ready, for its own ſake, to maintain and 
defend it. In ſhort: As thoſe in Authority have 
greater Inducements to become Tyrants, than 
Subjects can have to reſiſt or revolt; ſo, in Fact, 
while it has been the almoſt conſtant Aim of all 
Governments to make themſelves abſolute, and 
the Generality of Princes proceed by no other 
Rule than their own Caprice, with no other 
View but that of gratifying their Luſt of Power, 
Fame, or Pleaſure, no_People, on the other hand, 
as a Nation, ever revolted, till their Oppreſſion 
became intolerable; nor have there been many 
(hardly any) leſſer In ſurrections, or Rebellions of 
a few, that have not been warrantable in Point of 
Equity, though not of Prudence, | 
Again, Private Men in Society, however in- 
jured and abuſed, muſt not be their own Judges ; 
but muſt ſeek Relief from the equitable and im- 
partial Laws of the Land. But KING CHARLES 
had deprived them of that Reſource; Laws and 
Appeals were no more; he had a hundred times 
broken his Coronation-Oath. In the very Na- 
ture of Government is implied publick Safety, 
and Protection; KI & GH CHARLEs's Government 
was publick Deſtruction and Calamity. He had 
taken from his Subjects every Thing that was 
E 
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dear and valuable: Their Peace, their Rights and 
Poffeflions ; all which he had publickly ſworn, at 
his Coronation, to defend and maintain: Their 
Properties he had unrighteouſly invaded, their 
Liberties infringed. All this he did by Means the 
moſt arbitrary and tyrannical ; by repeated Acts 
of horrid Cruelty and Barbarity, even on the beſt 
and wiſeſt of his Subjects. 

What was now left for the People to do ? He 
was now no Prince of theirs; he had forfeited 
their Allegiance. Liberty and Laws were a Jeſt; 
he treated their very Names with Contempt. Mr. 
Locke ſays, That in a State of Nature every 
% Man has a Right to vindicate himſelf; and 
« when Society is diſſolved, the ſame Right re- 
& turns. Men can never be deprived of publick 
ce Safety and private Defence.“ | 

The People of England had no Quarrel with 
\-KinG CHARLEs, who had taken an Oath to 
rule and govern by the Laws and Conſtitution of 
-the Realm; but when this King, by a Conduct 

of many Vears, had diſcovered, in Spite of Oaths 
and Laws, that he would rule by Violence, and 
abide by no Law, he was degenerated into a Ty- 
rant, and become a different Perſon; then it be- 
came neceſſary for the People to repell Force by 
Force. They ſaw nothing but Chains and Fet- 
ters on one Side, and Arms on the other; and 
- they wiſely flew to their Arms; which is what 
- the en of n have ever done, and ever 
i a | will 
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will Na in ſuch direful Circumſtances; King 
CHaRrLEs had no more Right to what the Law 
did not give him, than the Grand Turk had; 
and therefore they did not oppoſe an £Engliif 
Governor, but an Invader and a Tyrant : For, 
as Mr. Loc le juſtly obſerves, *+ Whereſoever 
«© Law ends, Tyranny begins.” Had King 
CHARLES conquered. his Subjects, what would 
he have gained, but the deteſtable Glory of a tri- 
umphant Oppreſſor, and the horrid Satisfaction 
of ſeeing this Kingdom reduced to Poverty and 
Servitude! Do but look into the Kingdoms of 
France and Spain, naturally the fineſt in Europe, 
and fee the mighty Difference between their In- 
habitants and ours! And, pray, what makes that 
Difference? Nothing but their ſubmitting to have 
all their Laws reduced into one ſhort one, that of 
Royal Will and Pleaſure. 

Would Princes live and die in Peace and See- 
rity, let them rule by the fixed and preſcribed 
Laws of their reſpective Countries, and not graſp 
at more than is given to them. If Princes will 
never encroach, Subjects will never rebel]. "How | 
much more defirable, how much more ſafe and 
eaſy is the Condition of a Prince, who lives and 
rules by Law over a free People, by their own 
Conſent? The Laws are their mutual Defence and 
Guard. Sir William Temple, in his admirable 
| Eſſay on Government, ſays,  ** The Safety or 
“ Firmneſs of any Frame of Government de- 
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10 pends on the Breadth of its Bottom ; the 


«6 broader the Bottom, the leſs liable to be ſha- 


* ken or overthrown.” The Ground upon 
which all Government in Eng/and now does or 
ever will ſtand, is the Conſent, the Intereſt, and 
the Affection of the People; therefore a Mo- 


narchy, where a Prince governs by the Affections, 
and according to the Opinions of the People, 


makes' of all others the ſafeſt and firmeſt Go- 


vernment. It is a poor and contemptible Ambi- 


tion in a Prince, that of ſwelling his Prerogative, 
and perpetually catching at Advantages over his 


Subjects; it diſcovers a mean Spirit. A Prince 


of a generous Turn of Mind will not look on his 


Subjects as his Property, and as Slaves; but con- 


ſiders them under the amiable and endearing 
Title of his Children, and himſelf as their Fa- 


ther and Protector, and will ever chearfully con- 


ſent they ſhall hold their Lives, Liberties, and 
Eſtates, by certain fixed and preſcribed Laws, 


and not by the meer Will and Pleaſure of any 
ſingle Man. The univerſal Experience of all 
Ages, Kingdoms, and Nations, directs, that no 
meer Man ought ever to be intruſted with abſo- 
lute Power and Dominion. Power of itſelf, 


without a proper Check and Controul, naturally 


makes Men wanton, cruel, and reſtleſs; it in- 


- toxicates the Mind: In ſhort, it has ſomething 


in its very Nature too great for. the human Soul 
to bear; it is fit for none but God, who is in- 


2 wiſe, juſt, and benevolent. 
I * 
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IT apprehend the Facts already recited are 
abundantly ſuffictent to prove, that King 
CHARLES did actually ſubvert and deſtroy the 
Conſtitution: However, to put this Grand Point 
out of a Poſſibility of being ever more diſputed, 
I will mention two or three more. 

He publiſhed a Book of Sports, requiring it 
to be read in all Churches, thereby to promote 
and encourage a horrid Profanation of the Sab- 
bath. 

But before I enter upon the, Particulars of this 
Act, and the wicked Deſign of the Court by it, 
I would ſay a Word or two relating to the Ends 
of the Original Inſtitution of the Sabbath; from 
whence it will appear to be ſtill obligatoty upon 
all Chriſtians, 

The Belief of a God is the Foundation of all 
Religion. It is neceſſary we ſhould know whom 
we are to worſhip, and in what Manner, It is 
likewiſe neceſſary that ſome Portion of Time be 
allotted for the inſtructing of Mankind in the 
Knowledge of their Duty : Hence there is and 
ever will remain an eternal Reaſon . of the fourth 


Commandment having a Place among * 
alterable Precepts of the Moral Law. 8 
deed, the preſerving ſerious Religion would be 
almoſt impoſſible without ſuch an Inſtitutions 
On the other hand, the ſetting apart ſome. pe- 
riodical Seaſons for the more publick and ſo- 
lemn Worſhip of God, when Mankind may be 
E 3 inſtructed 
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inſtructed in all thoſe Duties that are required 
of them, in order to their preſent and eternal 
Happineſs, has a Tendency to exalt the Soul, 
to purify the Heart, to qualify us for the Pur- 
poſes of this Life as well as of a better; in a 
Word, to promote our temporal as well as our 
eternal Felicity. The Sabbath was inſtituted 
that Men might continually commemorate the 
Works of Creation, might offer up their grate- 
ful Acknowledgements to God of all his Mercies 
and Goodneſs vouchſafed towards them, and 
might openly declare themſelves the Worſhip- 
pers. of the One true God, the Author and 
Lord of the Univerſe, in Oppoſition to the 
Infidelity of Atheiſts, and the impure and ridi- 
culous Rites of Idolatrous Nations, The Wor- 
ſhip paid to God in Heaven is thus repreſented 
in Scripture; The whole Multitude of the Hea- 
venly Hoſt fell down before him that ſat on 
the Throne, ſaying, Worthy art thu, O Lord, 
to receive Glory and Hinour, and Power, far 
ybou haſt created all Things, and for thy Plea- 
ſure they are, and were created, This is the 
Employment of Saints and Angels in the Eter- 
nal Sabbath in Heaven ; and the original Foun- 
dation of the Inſtitution of a Sabbath fon Earth 
was, the Celebration of the Praiſes of God. 
And that this ſolemn and publick Worſhip ſhould | 
be performed in an acceptable Manner, it is 
K ie ſhould be done when the Mind is 
moſt 
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moſt calm and ſcrene, abſtracted from the Noiſe 
and Hurry of the buſy World: Therefore it 
was that when God at firſt ſanctified the ſeventh 
Day, or appointed it for a Day of Worſhip, he 
prohibited all manner of Work thereon. Gen. ii. 
1, 2, 3. £xed. xx. 8, &c, But the Buſineſs of 
the Sabbath is not confined to publick Worſh'p 
alone; there are various other Duties to be per- 
formed thereon; it is then a proper Time for 
reading the Scriptures, and endeavouring to un- 
derſtand their true Meaning ; for thoſe that are 
Maſters of Families to be affiſting and inſtructing 
their Children and Servants in the Knowledge 
and practiſe of their Duty: In ſhort, tis to be 
ſpent in whatever tends to the Honor of Gods 
and the true Intereſt and Advancement of Reli- 
gion, Virtue, and Sobriety in the World. Be- 
ſides, it ought to be confidered that the Circum. 
ftances of a great Part of Mankind, particular- - 
ly thoſe in the lower Claſs of Life, are of ſuch a 
Nature, that they have no other Time for im- 
proving themſelves in' the Knowledge of God, 
and in the. Practiſe of | true Religion and Vir- 
tue. b 

I am ſenſible that this is a Digteſſion from 
my main Deſign; but really, Sir, I could not 
enter upon the Recital of a Story, whereby it 
will appear, how the Sabbath was, by the expreſs 
Command of Kine ChaRLkEs the Firſt, © and 


the wicked Compliance of a corrupt and worldly- 
minded 
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minded Clergy, prophaned throughout this King- 
dom, in a moſt notorious Manner, without 
ſaying ſomething of the Morality of its Inſtitu- 
tion, and the unſpeakable advantages ariſing to 
Societies, as well as private Perſons, by a reli- 
gious Obſervation thereof; and conſequently of 
the Obligation incumbent on all Men to ſancti- 
fy it. To proceed then, 

The Court being now determin'd to be reftrain'd 
by no Laws, either human or Divine, and want- 
ing to render the common and lower Claſs of 
People more ignorant and profane, that they 
might ſucceed the more eaſily in their favourite 
Deſign of moulding our Church to a nearer 


Compliance with that of Rome, (as Ludlow ex- 


preſſes it) they publiſhed a Book of Sports and 
Paſtimes, to be practiſed on Sundays; and all 
Miniſters, who refuſed to read this impious Book, 
were impriſoned and ſuſpended. Beſides this, 
they publiſhed a particular- Declaration encou- 
' raging Dancing, Leaping, Vaulting, Shooting, 
May-Games, Whitſunnals, Maurice-Dances, 
May-po!es, all on Sabbath-days. It is ſad to 


« recount ſays Dr. Fuller, what Grief and Diſ- 


<« traction was occaſioned by this Declaration 
« in the Hearts of all honeſt Men. For, this 
cc Sabbath-breaking gave great Offence to the 
« People in general, and was a vaſt Increaſe to 
« the Puritan Party, who cried out againſt it 
n as a National Sin.” Some Time after was 

publiſhed 
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2 publiſhed a ſecond Book of Sports, with many 
1+ Enlargements, commanding Wreſtling, and 
. WH Cuigel-playing, &c. Sc. on Sundays, The 
good, the pious, the moſt religious KING 
CHARLES was fo intent on this ſecond Publi- 
cation, that, to haſten it, he wrote the following 
| Order or Warrant to Laud, 


CHARLES Rex, 


CANTERBURY; See that Our Declaration 
concerning Recreations on the Lord's Day, after 
Evening Service, be printed, 


This was afterwards produced by Laud, in his 
Defence. 


Dr. Fuller again obſerves, ** Many moderate 
“Men were of Opinion, that this Abuſe of the 
Lord's Day was a principal Procurer of God's 
Anger, afterwards poured out on this Land in 
a long and dreadful Civil War.“ 

Soon after this ſecond Publication of the Book 
of Sports Lord Chief Juſtice Richardſon went the 
W:ftern Circuit; and at the Aſſizes in Somer> 
ſetſbire, the Gentlemen in that County com- 
plained. to his Lordſhip,. that an Inundation of 
Wickedneſs, Profaneneſs, and Impiety, had late- 
ly ſeized the common People ; that it was whol- 
= 1y occaſioned by the Sunday's Revels; and that 
= the Enormity was ſo great, that in many Pa- 


tiſhes, on Sunday Evenings, nothing was to be 
ſecn 
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ſeen but Drunkenneſs, Lewdnefs, and Riot, 
which frequently ended in Fighting and Blood- 
med, with ſuch other Scenes of Wickedneſs, 


and Debauchery, as is a Shame to expreſs, 


Yea, they go farther, and ſay, „That many | 


* Perſons had been indicted for murthering 
« Baſtards, begotten at thoſe Revels, and for 
other grand Diſorders committed at thoſe in- 
« temperate Meetings.” 

The Lord Chief Juſtice Richardin (thinking 
probably that the People were now become more 
vicious than their Governors intended they ſhould 
be) made an Order hereupon, to reſtrain in ſome 
meaſure this horrid Abuſe of the Sabbath. Upon 
hearing this News, Land ran immediately to the 
RIxo, and complained, that Judge Richard/on 
in his Circuit, had endeavoured to hinder the 


Profanation of the Sabbath. Nichardſon, on his 


Return, was immediately ſummon'd to appear 
before the Council ; where his Majeſty, in Perſon, 
commanded him to reverſe the Order, at the next 
Aſſize, as he would anſwer the contrary at his 


Peril. Lord Chief Juſtice Richardſon returning 
from his next Meſtern Circuit, was again ſum. 


-mon'd before the King and Council, for not re- 


voking his Order about Sunday's Revels; where 
he was ſo reprimanded by the Arch-biſhop, that 
when he came from the Board, the Earl of Dor- 
ſet meeting him, with Tears in his Eyes, and 
aſking how he did, the Judge replied, Very ill, 

my 
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my Lord; for, I am like to be choat'd with Lawn 
Sleeves. 

This Aﬀair began to be much talk'd of. 
Laud, to juſtify himfelf and the Kino, ſhewed 
about at Court a Letter, wrote to him by Dr, 
Pierſe, the then Biſhop of Bath and Wells, ſign'd 
by ſeventy able Clergymen, in Favour of Sunday's 
Revels; ſignifying, that they were in themſelves 
innocent and laudable; (than which nothing 
could be more untrue;) and that they were grate- 
ful to the Clergy; (which very probably was 
true:) But they were ſo wicked as to go further, 
and ſay, they were alſo acceptable to the Gentry 
of that County ; which was abſolutely falſe. A 
Copy of this famous Letter was ſent into Somer- 
ſelſbire, at which all the Gentry were greatly 
enraged; or, to uſe Ruſhworth's own Words, 
« were highly offended,” and immediately ſent 
up a Petition, praying, that the Order of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Richardſon might be continued, 
This Addreſs was ſigned by 

John Lord Pawlet, 
Sir William Portman, 
Sir Jobn Starell, F 
Sir Francis Pepham, 
Sir Ralph Hopton, 
Sir Edward Radney, 
Sir Francis Doddington, 
, Sir Jobn Horner, 
Edward 
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Taward Pawli!, Eſq, 
Veorge Speeke, Eſq; 
Jon Windham, Eſq; &c. &c. Cc. 

What will the Reader now think of Archbiſhop 
| Laud, of Biſhop Pierſe, and his ſeventy able 
Clergymen ? I ſhall forbear to make any Reflec- 
tions of my own on ſuch a Behaviour of Men, 
aſſuming the ſacred Character; but give me 
Leave to recite the plain, the honeſt Remark of 
the great Mr. Locke, relating to their Conduct, 
on a like important Occaſion: Speaking of the 
Act of Uniformity, and the wonderful Compli- 
ance of the Clergy with it, He ſays, „So great 
& was the Zeal in carrying on this Church-Af- 
& fair, and ſo blind was the Obedience required, 
c that if we compute the Time allotted for the 
c Clergy to ſubſcribe the Book of Common 
Prayer, we ſhall plainly find it could not be 
4 printed and diſtributed, ſo as one Man in for- 
& ty could have ſeen and read the Book they did 
& ſo perfectly aſſent and conſent to. The Cler- 
« gy readily complied with it; for they are a 
« Sort of Men taught rather to obey than un- 
“ derſtand, and to uſe what Learning they have 
« to juſtify, and not to examine, what their Su- 
« periours command.” It is reported, that the 
late Sir F-/:ph Feky!! concluded his Speech, in 
Favour of the Mortmain Act, with the follow- 
ing Words: It hath ever been a great Unhap- 
ce _ that the Clergy of our. Eſtabliſhed 

„ Church 
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„Church have been no better acquainted with 
ce the Religion, Laws, Government, and true 
« Hiſtory of their Country.” 

I could produce a Cloud of Witneſſes, to 
vouch i in this Manner, for the Honeſty, Prudence, 
and Piety of the Clergy, in paſt Times : Or, in 
other Words, to ſhew, what goodly Tools of 
lawleſs Power they have been, and how thorough- 
ly qualified they are for ſuch an Office. But the 
Teſtimonies of two ſuch eminent Perſons, as 
the foregoing, are equivalent to thoſe of a Mul- 
titude: Mr. Locke, moſt illuſtrious for Learn- 
ing and Virtuez Sir Foſeph, a Man of Wis- 
dom, Piety, inflexible Integrity, and impartial 
Juſtice, _ 

Much about this Time Zaud had alſo a Quarrel 
with Mr. Deane, Lord Mayor of London, for his 
ſhuttiog up Ale-houſes, and Brandy- Hope on the 
Sabbath, 

I am now come to the Period of chi wicked 
Eccleſiaſtick's Career; for, in the Year 1644, 
he was brought to the Bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and, after a fair and equitable Trial for 
his Life, the Houſe came to the following Re- 
ſolution, (with but one diſſenting Voice) viz, 
That he had traiterouſly endeavoured to ſub- 
c vert the Religion, Laws, Rights, and Liber- 
« ties of this Kingdom; that he had uſurped an 
« arbitrary and tyrannical Power; and that for 
ae the ſame he ſhould ſuffer Death, as in Caſes 
; F « of 
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* of High Treaſon, To be draun, bang d, and 
ce quarter'd.” They afterwards ſent him up to 
the Lords, who voted him guilty of the Trea- 
ſon, without one diſſenting Voice. The Man- 
ner of his Death was changed from what the Sen- 
tence denounced, as it uſually is in the Caſe of 
Perſons of Quality; and he was beheaded on 
Tower-Hill, the 10th of Jan. 1644 5. 

This is but a ſmall Part of what J might have 
_faid of the violent and impious Proceedings of 
this Archbiſhop. What can one then think of 
ſuch Hiſtorians as Clarendin and Eachard, who 

are ſo laviſh in the Praiſes of this great Cri- 
minal ? 

I now come to that horrid and moſt lamenta- 
ble Scene, The MASSACRE of the PRo- 
TESTANTS in Ireland, in 1641. The Papifts 
firſt roſe in the Province of Munfter. A parti- 
cular Account of their Barbarities would be too 
long, and too ſhocking, Cutting of Throats, 
Hanging, and Drowning, were the mildeſt Treat- 
ment the Proteſtants met with. Many had their 
Eyes pluck'd out, and were then burnt, or bu- 
ried alive. Mothers were hang'd on the Gal- 
lows, with their Children about their Necks, 
There was no Regard to Women great with 
Child, nor to Infants. One Protęſtant Lady 
was delivered while in. the Hands of the Tor- 
mentor, who flung the new-born Infant to be 
eaten by a Hog. Theſe infernal Monſters car- 
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ried their Inhumanity ſo far, as to oblige Fathers 
and Mothers to murther their own Children, 
Huſbands their Wives, and Wives their Huſbands, 
There was ſuch an Exceſs of Popiſb Cruelty, that 
my Nature ſhrinks and recoils; I can repeat no 
more of it. It was allowed on all Hands, that 
more than One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Perſons were butcher'd, and murther'd in this 
inhuman Manner. 

I am ſenſible, I tread here on ſlippery Ground; 
ſo ſhall make uſe of the Words of others, as 
much as poſſible. General Ludlow, Vol. I. p. 
17. writes, The KinG was in Scotland, when 
ce the News of this Iriſb Rebellion was brought 
« to him; and, as I have heard from Perſons of 
e undoubted Credit, it was not diſpleaſing to 
* him.” Shocking! ſhocking beyond Expreſſion 
is it, to be told, (if true) that this dreadful and 
bloody Maſſacre ſhould not be diſpleaſing to the 
KixnG, when one can ſcarce read it without 
trembling, even at the Diſtance of more than 
a Hundred Years. Pray, dear Sir, don't be an- 
gry with my * Military Hiſtorian, Give me- 
Leave to tell youu, He was a Gentleman of Qua- 
lity, Learning, Experience, and Conduct; He 
commanded Armies, fought Battles, and go- 
verned the Kingdom of Ireland. He was. a 
Univerſity Scholar, a Man of Senſe, and ever 
eſteemed to have an inflexible Regard to Truth 


and Juſtice, He was a Man of better Family, 
F 2 : and 
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and Fortune, than Clarendon, and was Knight 
of the Shire for the County of Wilis, when the 
other was only a Member for Welten Baſſet, 
a ſmall} Burrough in the ſame County. *Tis 
true, indeed, Lud/cw was forced into Exile, and 
driven as it were from Place to Place, to avoid 
Aſſaſſination, or falling into the Hands of an 
apoſtate Party, while the other was advanced to 
Office, Eſtate, and Title; but it muſt be ſaid 
to his real Honour, that he never betray'd the 
Conſtitution, or deſerted the Intereft of his Coun- 


The News of this dreadful M:f.cre alarmed 
all the People in England to a great Degree; 
they were even at their Wits End; and the more 
ſo, becauſe thoſe bloody Papiſis confidently af- 
Armed they were abetted by the KinG, and 
had a Commiſſion under the Great Seal for what 
they had done. Ludlow tells us, A great 
« Number of Pratgſlants flying from the bloody 
« Hands of the 1riſh Rebels, arrived in England, 
& filling all Places with ſad Complaints of their 
„ Cruelties to the Pro!;/fants of that Kingdom; 
« whereupon the Parliament earneſtly preſſed the 
% KiNG to proclaim them Rebels, by a Pro- 
* clamationz but could not obtain it *till after 
& many Weeks; and then but forty of theſe 
% Proclamations were printed, and not above 
half of them publiſhed.” 

Vol. I. p. 19. | 
| The 
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The Backwardneſs of the KING, to declare 


the Iriſh Papiſis to be Rebels, and Traitors, by 


a Proclamation under the Great Seal, made 2 
mighty Noiſe in the Houſe of Commons; and it 


was there obſerved by many, that thoſe con- 


cerned in the late Tumult in Scotland, about a 
Prayer Book, were forthwith declared Rebels, in 
every Pariſh Church in the Kingdom of Eng- 
land. 

The Proclamation publiſhed in Ireland, by 
Sir Phelim Oneal, at the Head of thoſe bloody 
 Traitors, began with the following Words: 
« BE IT KNOWN to all Our Friends and 
“ Countrymen, that the King's moſt Excel- 
e Tent Majeſty, for many Great and Urgent 
« Cauſes him thereunto moving, and repoſing 


«© Confidence in our Fidelity, has ſignified to 


„ us by Commiſſion under the Great Seal of 
* Scotland, bearing Date the firſt of this in- 
« ſtant Ofober.” Then follows the Commiſſion 
itſelf, „ To ARREST and SEIZE the Goods, 
„ Eftates, and Perſons of all the Engliſb Pro- 
« teftants.” 

As the Rebels pretended the King's Authori- 
ty and Commiſſion, in ſo, publick and open a 


Manner, it gave great Offence to the Parlia- . 


ment, that they were not declared Rebels and 
Traitors by a Proclamation. At laſt, to ſatisfy 
them, it was promiſed, that on the firſt of Ja- 


_ a ' Proclamation” ſhould be publilted, de- 
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claring the Irifþ Papiſis in ARMs to be Rebels 
and Traitors. But before this Time came, Sir 
Edwrerd Nicholas, one of the Secretaries of State, 
ſent a ſpecial Warrant to the Printer's, directing, 
that only forty Copies ſhould be printed, and 
thoſe not publiſhed 'till his Majeſty's further 
Pleaſure was ſignified. This gave a juſt Foun- 
dation for all the Jealouſies, and Suſpicions, that 
were afterwards entertained on that Affair. Dr. 
Calamy, in his Life of Baxter, pag. 43. ſays, 
*The Iriſb declared, they had the KIN's 
« Commiſſion for what they did; and many 
« even at that Time, weighing all Circum- 
& ſtances, believed as much; while others re- 
« preſented it as an unjuſt and ſcandalous, Aſper- 
&« fion on his Majeſty, But, as Providence or- 
« dered it, a certain memorable Particularity 
« help'd to ſet this Matter in a juſt Light: The 
&« Marquis of Antrim, who was a noted Man 
ec amSngft the 1r: Rebels, having had his 
« Eftate ſequeſtered, thought fit, upon the Re- 
c ſtoration of KING CHARLES the Second, 
<* to ſue for the Reſtitution of it. The Duke 
of Ormond and the Council judged againſt 
&© him, as being one of the Rebels; whereupon 
« he brought his Cauſe over to the King, and 
« affirmed, that what he did was by bis Father s 
% Conſent and Authority ; and the King refer- 
*« red it to ſome worthy Members of the Privy 
« Council, to examine. what he had: to ſhew: 
_ 5 « An] 
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„ And upon Examination they reported, That 
& they found be had the King's Conſent, or Letter 
« of Jnſirudtion, for what he did; which 
« amaz'd many. Hereupon KING CHaRLEs 
« rote a Letter to the Duke of Ormond, 
&« and the Council, to reſtore his Eſtates; be- 
t cauſe it appeared to thoſe appointed to examine 
« it, that what he did was by his Father's. Or- 
« der and Conſent. The Lord: Mazarine, and 
ce others in Ireland, not fully ſatisfied with this, 
« thought fit ſo far to proſecute the Matter, as 
that the Marquis of Antrim was forced to 
e produce in the Houſe of Commons a Letter of 
4 KinG CHARTLEs the Firſt, by which he gave 
© him an Order for the taking up Arms; which 
„ being read in the Houſe, produced a long Si- 
% lence. The whole Account of it, with a 
&« great many ſurprizing Particulars, was . 
© liſhed in a Pamphlet, intidled, Murder N 
Thus far Clan. 

Let us now ſee what Biſhop Bur net ſays of this 
Bloody Buſineſs, Hiſtory of his own Times, p. 58. 
Sc. Ih will relate ſome Particulars, concern- 
« ing the Earl of Antrim; I had in my Hands 
40 ſeveral of his Letters to the Kine, writ in a 
* very confident Style. Upon the Reſtoration, 
in the; Year 166g, Lord Autrim was thought 
11 guilty af ſo much Bloodſhed, that it was taken 
for granted, he could not be included in the 
« AF of: Indennity, that was to paſs in Ireland. 
60 Upon 
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« Upon which he came over to Londen, and way 
& lodged at Somer/et Houſe. He petitioned the 
„ KinG, to order a Committee of Council, 
„ to examine the Warrants he had acted by, 
cc As it ſeemed but juſt to ſee what he had to 
cc ſay for himſelf, ſo a Committee was named, 
« of which the Earl of Northumberland was 
«© Chief, He produced to them ſome of the 
« King's Letters; but they did not come up to 
. <6 a full Proof. In one of them the King 
de wrote, he had net then Leiſure; but referred 
% himſelf to the Queen's Letter, and faid, That 


4 as all one as if he wrote himfelf. Upon this, 


c Foundation, Antrim produced a Series of Let- 
“ ters, written by himſelf to the Queen; in 
'* which-he gave her an Account of every one 
c of | thoſe Particulars that were laid to his 
& Charge, and ſhewed the Grounds he went 
% on, and deſired her Directions; to every one 
« of theſe he had Anſwers, ordering him to do 
as he did. So a Report was prepared, to be 
e ſigned by the Committee, ſetting forth, That 
&« he had fully juſtified himſelf in every Thing 
ei that had been objected to him, and that he 
66 ought not to be excepted out of the Tniemni- 
« jy, This was brought firſt to the Earl of 
« Northumberland, to be ſigned by him; but 
<< he Tefuſed' it, and (aid, he was forty. Ain 
1 had produced fuch Warrants, but he did not 
& think they could ſerve his Turn; for he did 

cc Not 
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* not believe any Warrant from a King or 
« Queen could juſtify ſo much Bloodſhed, in fo 
& many black Inſtances as were laid againſt him- 
« Upon his Refu'al, the reſt of the Committee 
e did not think fit to ſign the Report; ſo it 
« was let fall; and the King was prevailed on 
& to write to the Duke of Ormond, telling him, 
te that Antrim had ſo vindicated himſelf, that he 
© muſt endeavour to get him included in the In- 
« demnity: That was done, and was no ſmall 
“ Reproach to the King.” 

Neither Burnet nor Calamy takes Notice of 
the Date of this famous Letter of King Charles 
the Second, to the Duke of Ormand, but it 
was dated at Jhitehall, the 10th of January, 
1663. 

Upon my Word, Sir, this bears hard upon 
the Memory of your holy Martyr, Had I 
Time, 1 could produce a Variety of other In- 
ſtances to convince you, that you are guilty of 
a moſt notorious Miſtake, when you ſo repeat- 
edly affirmed, He ſuffered Martyrdom for the 
Proteſtant Religion. I do not believe, indeed, 
King CHARLES the Firſt gave the Triſh Pa- 
piſis a Commiſſion to cut Throats, to rip up 
Women with Child in cold Blood, and other 
ſuch horrid Cruelties; but from a ſtrict and 
impartial Enquiry into the beſt Hiſtories of 
thoſe Days, there is really too much Ground 


to believe He did countenance and give a Com- 
— 
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miſſion to the Papiſis to take up Arms againſt 
the Prote/lants; and if a horrid and bloody Maſ- 
ſacre was the Conſequence of this Commiſſion, 
Was not the King then at leaſt acceſſary to it? 
And in the Buſineſs of Murder, I apprehend, our 
Common Law, as well as common Senſe, knows 
no Difference between the Acceſſary and the 
Principal, but deems them both equal in Guilt 
and Puniſhment. 

During the King's Stay in Scotland, he en- 
deavoured to prevail on that People to invade 
England; but without Effect. On his Return 
to England he was obſerved to grow daily more 
violent and tyrannical, He countenanced a 
Company of looſe diſſolute Fellows, Frequenters 
of Ale-houſes, Taverns, and Gaming houſes, 


and kept a Table for them in his own Palace 
at Whitehall; and at the Head of this rude 
Mob, all arm'd, he entered the Houſe of Con- 
mons, fat down in the Speaker's Chair, and de. 
manded the Delivery of Five of the moſt emi- 
nent Members, Pym, Hampden, Hellis, Stroud, 
and Haſleridge: Names that J cannot mention 
without a peculiar Reverence ; their Memories 
will be alwa\s dear to every honeſt Briton, for 
that noble Stand, that brave Defence they made, 
in Favour of the Religion, Laws, and Liberties 
of their Country. Ludlow ſays, p. 21. The 
„King encouraged a great Number of © looſe 
and debauched Fellows about the Town, to 
C repait 
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ce repair to Mhiteball, where a conſtant Table 
* was provided for their Entertainment.” And 
again, pag. 24. The KING went in Perſon to 
« the Houſe of Commons, attended not only with 
6 his ordinary Guards of Penſioners, but alſo 
* with thoſe Deſperadoes, which for ſome Time 
« he had entertained at J/hitehall, to the Num- 
eber of three or four Hundred, armed with 
% Partizans, Swords, and Piſtols. The King, 
4 not finding any of the Five Members there, 
left the Hoyſe; many Members cried out, 
„ Privilege, Privilege, and were pleaſed to call 
« jt an outragious Act againſt all the Peoples 
„Rights and Privileges; and, after a ſhort De- 
„ bate, they unanimouſly voted, That the King's 
c entering their Houſe, was in a warlike Man- 
„ner. And therefore they, in great Fear, 
„ Trouble, and Confuſion, adjourned to the 
Guildhall, in the City, for their better Secu- 
<« rity. The ſame Evening the King went in- 
to the City; but his Coach was attended by 
« Multitudes, crying out, Privilege of Parlia- 
« ment, This happened on the 4th of January 
« 1641; and from this Day we muſt date the 
« Beginning of the Civil War, The King 
& doubled his Guards at J#hitchall, eollected a 
« oreat Quantity of Fire-Arms, and Gun-pow- 
* der, ſent ſeveral Perſons into the Country, to 
« raiſe Officers, and Soldiers, and diſpatched 
« his en Queen to Holland, who carried 
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« with her privately the Crown Jewels of Eng- 
6% land, which ſhe pawn'd to Mr. Mebſter, : 
« noted Banker of Amſterdam, for a great Sum, 
e and laid it out in Arms to enable his Majeſty 

© to make War againſt his own Subjects.” 
So by all Accounts, and in all Shapes, the 
King himfelf was the Beginner of _ dreadful 

Civil War. 

. The Pretention of both Parties being ſubmitted 
to the Deciſion of the Sword, the only Diſpute 
now was, Whether the People of England ſhould 
again recover their Laws and Liberties, or be 
-governed by the abſolute Will and Caprice of a 
ſingle Perſon? 7/::1oc4, ſpeaking of the Parlia 
ment Forces, ſays: + Moſt of them were Free- 
& holders, and Frecholders Sons, who upon 
Matter of Conſcience engaged in the Quarre], 
“ and then being armed within by. the Satisfac- 
e tion of their own Conſciences, and without 
& with good Iron Arms, they would as one 
« Man ſtand firmly and charge deſperately.” 
Ludlow ſays, * © Things being brought to this 
„ Extrem.:ty, the Nation was driven to a. Ne. 
c ceflity of arming, in Defence of the Laws, 
cc openly and frequently violated by the KN, 
« who now reſolved to do that by Force of 
& Arms, which he could not do by the Strength 
« of Argument. I thought it my Duty, as an 
« Engliſhman, to enter into the Service of my 
Country, in the Army commanded by the 
Vol. I. p. 41, 42. 
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< Earl of Eſex, under the Authority of the Par- 
« liament.” A true Engliſb Spirit! O how far 
different this from Clarendon and Eachard ] 

At laſt, after a dreadful Civil War of many 
Years, Religion, Laws, and Liberty prevailed, 
as they ever will do in England, ſooner or later, 
The KiNnG, by the Fate of War, was taken, 
and afterwards made a Priſoner at Newport, in 
the Ve of Wight. Here he entered into a Treaty 
with the Parliament, Commiſfioners being ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe by both Parties. The 
King entirely deſpairing doing any thing more by 
Force, made a great many Conceſſions: viz, 

(1.) To indemnify the Parliament for all that 
had been done by them during the late War, 
which the King acknowledged they were neceſſi- 
tated to do in their juſt and lawful Defence. 

(2.) He agreed that Archbiſhops ſhould be 
aboliſhed, and that the Biſhops who remained, 
proviſionally, ſhould not exerciſe Authority, 
„ Juriſdiction, or Ordination, but with the Advice 
and Aſſiſtance of their Preſbyters ; that the Preſ- 
byterian Government ſhould be eſtabliſhed for 
three Years, at the End of which the Aſſembly 
of Divines, his Majeſty naming but twenty 
more, ſhould determine the Form of Church- 
Government for the Future; and that the C mmm æ 
Prayer ſhould be taken away out of all Churches. 
and Chapels. 
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I mention theſe Particulars, to ſhew the Ig- 
norance and Preſumption of thoſe who annu- 
ally affirm, the KING was a Martyr for the 
Church. 
During this Treaty the Parliament received 
Letters from Colonel Jones in Ireland, giving an 
Account of the Arrival of the Marquis of Or- 
mond in that Kingdom, with a Commiſſion to 
conclude a Peace with the Rebels, at the very 
Time when the King was treating with the Par- 
liament to carry on the War againſt them, 
Jones alſo intercepted a Letter of Ormand'”s to the 
Chief of the Iriſp Maſſacrers; it was ſigned 
OrmMoND, and directed To Our Loving Friend 
Sir Richard Blake, Chairman of the Aſſembly of 
the Confederate Catholicks at Kilkenny. Lilly, 
ſpeaking of the Veracity of KING CHARLES 
the Firſt, ſays of him: 4 He had fo much of 
„ Self-End, in all he did, it was a moſt dif- 
% ficult Thing to hold him cloſe to his Word or 
% Promiſe ; fo that ſome Foreign Princes beſtowed 
% on him the Character of a moft falſe Prince, 
te and one that never kept his Word, except for 
his own Advantage.” Again, * Though in 
Time of Parliament he often promiſed to re- 
te dreſs Grievances; yet the beſt Friend he 
„ hath cannot produce any one Act of Good 
<< he ever did his Subjects, in the Vacancy of 
„Parliament.“ Does this agree with the King's 
ſtrict Juſtice, Piety, and Devotion, that Claren- 
. don 
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dn ſpeaks of? This Diſcovery put an End to 
the Treaty at once. 

The Kid's Death was a Thing now re- 
ſolved on, by thoſe in the Army who had Power 
to put it in Execution. And they, to oblige the 
Commons to concur in the Deſign, placed a Guard 
at the Door of the Parliament-Houſe, to 
prevent any of thoſe Members going in from 
whom they apprehended any Oppoſition. The 
Number of the excluded was about One Hun- 
dred and Forty: Only ſome of theſe were vo- 
luntary Seceders, in Diſguſt for the Force put 
upon their Brethren, The ſecluded Members 
immediately publiſhed a folema Declaration, 
ſignifying, that all the Votes and Ordinances of 
Parliament fince their Excluſion, and during the 
Continuance of the Army's Influence upon the 
Houſe were null and void, and no ways obliga- 
tory, The fitting Members, on the other hand, 
yoted this Declaration to be OG and ſe- 
ditious. 

Cromtbell, and a few more of the Army, had 
now the Majority in Parliament, and Court was 
made to them accordingly. They abuſed that 
Power they found they had, both in the Army 
and the Flouſe of Commons, to execute the baſe 
Defign they had formed againſt the Kixe's 
Life. I have no Reſerves; I love a fair and 
open Repreſentation of Things. I can ſee 
Wickedneſs, Tyranny, and a flagrant Breach of 
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Truſt on both Sides. I will readily grant that 
the KINO had hard and cruel Uſage, that he was 
murthered, that he was deſtroyed by a Faction! 
The Conſtitution was now again trampled upon, 
the Laws were violated; Tyranny and a wicked 
Military Force uſurped their Room! But ſtill, 
let us trace this lamentable State of Things to its 
firſt Cauſe. It began from the Court and Cler- 
£y. It was the Monarch who created a Diſguſt 
to Monarchy, It was the Inſolence of Church- 
men that made the Church odious. You deteſt 
the Murder of the KING; ſo do I, altogether as 
much. But I likewiſe deteſt the Murder of the 
Conftitution, in which he and his wicked Counſel- 
lors were Principals, and which for many Years 
they kad been effefting. You mentioned the Mur- 
ther of the King and the Abolition of the Monar- 
chy as the moſt wonderful Events that ever the 
World produced. But, Sir, give me Leave to tell 
you, that there was nothing wonderful or ſurpriz- 
ing therein. Any one that had been at all acquaint- 
ed with the Hiſtory of Kingdoms or States, might 
eaſily have foreſeen them. Cromwell, Jreton, and 
ſome others of the Army, had, by invincible Cou- 
rage, ſubdued all the Enemies of the Conſtitution; 
and this they performed by Troops not only hardy 
and brave, but the moſt ſober alſo, and beſt dif 
ciplined, that this or any other Nation had ever 
ſeen. What Wonder is it, if the Leaders of 
ſuch as theſe, if they had an Inclination to ſub- 
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vert the Laws of their Country, to ſet up for 
themſelves, and erect a new Tyranny, in their 
own Perſons, in the Place of that from which 
they had juſt delivered her: I ſay, What Won- 
der is it, if a Set of Men thus qualified, ac- 
compliſh their Purpoſes. It was the beſt of the 
Roman Troops that were the Inſtruments of 
Cæſar's Uſurpation. Soldiers are inured to im- 
plicite Obedience. Whatever their Officers 
command they ſeldom ſeruple. It is their Pro- 
feflion to diſpute by Force, and the Sword. 
Cromuell, Ireton, and a few more of the Army, 
having ſucceeded in that bold and impious At- 
tempt, of ſecluding by Force One Hundred and 
Forty Members, or purging the Houſe, as it was 
termed, found themſelves, by accurſed Experience, 
able to overbalance and controul the Civil Au- 
thority. They loſt no Time, they exerted their 
Strength, deſtroyed the King, and ſeized the Sove- 
reign Power at once. Men naturally deſire Domi- 
nion, and Riches; and it is ridieũlous to preſume 
they will not endeavour to attain them, when they 
have Opportunity and Power. I could men- 
tion many Parts of Europe, that have been en- 
flaved by their own Troops. This has been and 
ever will be the Caſe of all Countries, that ſub- 
ſiſt by ſtanding Armies. When thoſe have con- 
quer'd the => rn of their Country, they will 
es, _ ONE for themlelyes, *— 
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of this are too numerous, to allow ours to be 
wondered at. 
Lou was all along groſly miſtakes, in pre- 
ſuming the Death of the KING to be a National 
Act. It was merely the Act of the Army. Tre- 
ton was the Perſon who drove on the King's 
Trial and Death. Cromwell was a long Time in 
Suſpence about it. Jreton. (ſays Burnet) had 
de the Principles. and Temper of a Caſſius in 
& him, he ſtuck at nothing that could have 
c turn'd England to a Commonwealth; and he 
found out Cook, and Bradſhaw, two bold 


« Lawyers, as proper Inſtruments for. managing, 
« Ac 


You likewiſe ſadly confounded the Proceedings. 
of the long Parliament, condemning the firſt Op- 
poſition with as much Severity as the very AQ of 
Cutting off the King's Head. 

I could ſay a good deal in Vindication, of the 
long Parliament, from their firſt Seſſion to the 
laſt Moment of their Exiſtence; which was, 
when the Army by Force ſecluded above One 
Hundred and Forty Members, as aforeſaid. 
They were after that no Parliament; nor could: 
they in any Shape be deemed the Repreſenta- 
tive Body of the Nation. No, certainly. They 
were then under the Terror, Awe, and Influence 
of a wicked Military Power, which would ad- 
mit of no Check or Controul. IL. chooſe here 
to make uſe of the Words of others. Welkuzced,. 
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in his Memoirs, ſays, ©* No Age ever produced 
ti greater Men than thoſe who ſat in that Parlia- 
« ment. They had ſufficient Abilities and In- 
“ clinations, to render the King and their Coun- 
4 try happy. They ſet down a Scene of Grie- 


% vances, under which the Nation had long 


“% groaned; the many Cruelties and illegal Prac- 
© tices of the Star- Chamber and High- Commiſſion 
© Courts were now laid open; and it was inſiſted 
« on, that thoſe two arbitrary Tribunals ſhould 
& be thrown down.” #; 

The Intentions of this Parliament were cer- 
tainly juſt and noble, and tended. to the equal 
Advantage of King and People. But the King 
urged on his own Ruin, Step by Step, and at: 
laſt came to an open Rupture with the Parlia- 
ment, which made the Gap too wide to be again 
cloſed. I am ſenſible, Clarendon and Eachard. 
every where treat this Parliament as a Parcel of. 
Rebels and Scoundrels, and repreſent their Pro- 
ceedings in a baſe and. injurious Manner, But. 


I have a greater Authority than that of any pri- 


vate Man, to ſupport and vindicate their Pro- 
ceedings : That very Convention that. broughs 
in King. CHARLES the Second, though ready 
ta run mad with Loyalty, would not ſuffer any 


Reflection on the Conduct of thoſe illuſtrious Pa- 


triots, except only in the Article. of beheading 


the King. Mr. William Lenthal, who had been 
Speaker of the Long Parliament, and was a. 


Member 


8 
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Member of the Reſtoring one, happen'd to drop 
this Expreſſion in the Debate about the general 
Pardon, ** He who firſt drew his Sword againſt 
&« the late King, committed as great an Offence 
6 as he who cut off his Head: For which Ex- 
preſſion the Houſe of Commons ordered him to be 


ſeized inſtantly by their Sergeant, and directed 


Sir Harbottle Grimſtone, their Speaker, to repre- 
mand him in the following Manner : 

« Sr, The Hoſe hath taken great Offence at 
« ſome Words you have let fall in this Debate, 
« which in their Judgment contain as high a 
© Reflection on the Juſtice and Proceedings of 
& the Lords and Commons of the late Parliament, 
& jn their Actings before 1648, as could be ex- 
6c preſs'd. They apprehend there is much Poi- 
& fon in the ſaid Words, and that they were 
e ſpoken out of a Deſign to inflame, and to 
« render thoſe who drew the Sword to bring 


« Delinquents to Puniſhment, and to aſſert their 
* juſt Liberties, equally culpable with thoſe who J 


« cut off the King's Head.” 
Do not Clarendon and Eachard ftand unan- 
ſwerably condemned in the moſt ſolemn Manner 


by this Declaration of the Houſe of Commons, 


pronounced by their Speaker? after which, all fu- 
ture Criticks on them would be ſuperfluous. , 


I now. come to that Part of your Sermon, 


wherein, according to the uſual Cuſtom, you laid 


the Trial and Death of the King at the Door of 


the 


>» 
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the Pre/byterians, Moſt true it is, on the contra- 


ry, that of all our different Parties, none had the 


Honeſty and Courage to appear openly for the 
King, but the Preſbyterians. They exerted them- 


ſelves in Publick and Private, and omitted no one 


Thing that was poſlible to be done, to prevent the 
Execrable Fact of putting His Majeſty to Death. 
No ſooner was He taken, and confined as a Pri- 
ſoner, but Mr. Calamy, Mr. Marifhall, Mr. 
Aſh, Mr. Ti hiteaker, Mr. Scauick, and many 
other Preſbyterian Miniſters waited on the Lord 
General Fairfax, teſtifying their Diſlike of mak- 
ing the KING a Priſoner. A few Days after, 
above Forty of the Preſby/erian Miniſters joined 
in a Letter to the General, and Officers in the 
Army, freely declaring againſt their ſeizing and 
impriſoning the Perſon of the King. This 
was about the latter End of December, 1648, 
About the Middle of January it began to ap- 
pear, that the Death of the King was a Mat- 
ter fix'd and determined by the Army. On 
the 18th of January there was another Meeting, 
of more than Sixty of the principal Preſbyte. 
rian Miniſters in and about Lenden, wherein 
it was inſtantly agreed, that, in Behalf of them- 
ſelves and their reſpective · Congregations, they 
ſhould by ſome publick Act declare, before God, 
Angels, and Men, their Abhorrence of the Seiz- 
ing and Impriſoning the Perſon cf the KI NO, 


and their Deteſtation of putting him to Death; 
which 
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which they apprehended would be the Iſſue of 
the Trial then depending. In Conſequence of 
this Reſolution, the following Repreſentation was 
immediately printed and publiſhed, in the Form 
of a Letter, directed to the General and Coun- 
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- cil of War: 


“ That they appeared at firſt for the Parlia- 
ment, on the Propoſitions and Orders of the 
Lords, and Commons, Jure 1cth, 1642, for 
bringing in of Money and Plate, wherein they 
were aſſured it ſhould be no otherwiſe. em- 
ployed than to maintain the Prote//ant Reli- 
gion, the King's Authority, his Perſon in 
his Royal Dignity, the free Courſe of Juſtice, 
the Laws of the Land, the Peace of the King- 
dom, and the Privilege of Parliament, againſt 
any Force that ſhould oppoſe them. That 
they were wholly unſatisfied with the Proceed- 
ings ſince the Excluſion and Impriſonment 
of the Members of the Heuſe of Commons, 
and held themſelves bound in Duty to God, 
and Religion, the King, the Parliament, and 
Kingdom, to profeſs before God, Angels, 
and Men, that they verily believed, the tak: 
ing away the Life of the King, in the Way 
of Trial then depending, was not only not 
agreeable to the Word of God, the Principles 
of the Proteſtant Religion, (never yet ſtained 
with the leaſt Drop of the Blood of a King) 


or the Fundamental Conſtitution of the King- 


6 dom, 
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« dom, but contrary to them; as alſo to the 
« Oath of Allegiance, the Proteſtation of the 
« ;th May 1641, and the ſolemn League and 
Covenant: From all which, or any of which 


« Engagements, they knew not any Power on 
« Earth able to abſolve them, or others. They 


« warned and exhorted in the Name of the 
« Great God all that belong to their Charge 
« and Miniſtry, to keep cloſe to the Ways of 
God, the Rules of Religion, the Fundamen- 
« tal Conſtitution and Government of the King- 
« dom; not ſuffering themſelves to be ſeduced 
te from it, by being drawn to ſubſcribe the late 
« Models or Agreement of the People, which 
60 directly tended to ſubvert the Fundamental 
« Government; and to mourn bitterly for the 
« Sins of all Degrees of Men, and beg of God 
« that he would reſtrain the Violence of Men, 
« that they might not dare to draw upon them- 
« ſelves and the Kingdom the Blood of their So- 
t yercign.” This was ſubſcribed by 

Cornelius Burgeſs, D. D. 

William Gauge, D. D. 

Edmond Stamon, D. D. 

"Thomas Temple, D. D. 

George Walker, 

Edmond Calamy, B. D. 

Jeremy Whitaker, 

Daniel Cawdrey, 


William Spurſtow, D, D, 
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Lazarus Seaman, D. D. 
Simeon Aſh, - 

Thomas Cafe, 
Nicholas Paroffet, 
Thomas Thorowgaod, 
Edward Corbet, 
Henry Roberough, 
Jobn Downham, 
Arthur Tackſon, 
James Nalton, 
Thomas Cawton, 
Charles Offspring, 
Samuel Glark, 
Joſeph Wall, 
Francis Robert,  _ 
Matthew Haviland, | 
Samuel Bolton, 
Jobn Sheffield, 
William Harriſon, 
illiam Fenkyn, - 
John Viner, 
Elidad Blackwell, 
John Croſſe, _ 
Jobn Fuller, 
William Taylor, 
Peter Witham, 
Francis Pech, 
Chriſtopher Love, 
John Wallis, D. D. 
Thomas Matſon, 


Wik 


© > 
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William Wickins, E 1 $74.5% 
Th:mas Manton, D. D. 
Tama Gouge, 
Milliam Blacimore, 
Rabert Mercer, 
Ralph Robinſon, 
1 Jabn 1 ells, 
+ Fac Tice, 
Paul Ruſſell; 
Jobs Glaſeock, 
Benjamin Needler, - 
John Stileman, 
Foſbua Kirby, 
0 Thomas N N | | 171 
Nathaniel Pi dg nes 
Joos Ball. 7 
Arthur. 8 ; . 


- Jonathan Lloyd,. © 
Steven Watkins, 


Jobn Devereux. *- 
80 2 of the Subſcribers delivered. it to the Gene- | 
ral, and Council, of War; which, as Calama 
obſerves, was rupning a great Hazard, . 2 Things 
then ſtood ; and may be juſtly. reckon'd As an 
. Evidence, of the great Integrity and Honeſty of 
- the Perſons who ſubſcribed it. Yea, the Day the 
King was beheaded, Mr Calamy, and ſame 
| others applied to General Fafa and a 


8 5 Life of bare, Vel. I. P: 61. 
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him to reſcue the King; but he was full of Ne- 
gret, and Uneaſineſs, and ſaw that he had been 
trick'd, and overpowerd by his Under Officers; 
ſo that ſoon after he laid down his Commiſſion, 
and never had to do with the Army more; 
whereby Cromwell became Head of all. 

What Sort of Mortals muſt thoſe Vicars, 
Curates, Doctors, and Dignitaries be, that paſs 
Sentence of Damnation, every 3oth of January, 
on thoſe Miniſters and thejyÞretkren, for killing 
this very King, whom, with fo much Boldneſs, 
Truth, and Courage, they laboured to ſave? 
Strange and ſurprizing Infatuation, egregious Ig- 
norance and Baſeneſs, bien no Age or Hiſtory 

can parallel! 

And here, Sir, you aid not only "Pa to ex- 
patiate on the Faults of the Dead, with a bitter 
and malicious Pleaſure ; but was pleaſed to caſt 
many ſevere and indecent Reflections on the pre- 
ſent Generation of Preſbyterians ; -< and did 
„ call on them aloud, to repent and mourn}, in 
ec Sackcloth and Aſhes; to weep and faſt, with 
ce the utmoſt Contrition and Self-abaſement ; 
ic that ſo they might not bear the 'abominable 
« Tniquities of their Forefathers z but by their 
« extraordinary Humiliation and Sorrow might 
* avert the juſt Indignation and An of Al- 
„ mighty God.” 

Conſidering all this, I was quite aftoniſh'd at 


what you advanced on this Head. In Truth, 
. it 
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it was not only contrary to Reaſon and Juſtice; 
but directly oppoſite to all Divine Revelation. It 
is from thence inconteſtably plain, that every 
Man ſhall ſtand upon his own Bottom, ſhall be 
condemned or acquitted hereafter, agreeable to 
his own Conduct and Behaviour; or, as the 
New Te/tament expreſſes it, ſhall be judged ac- 
cording to the Actions done in the Body, whe- 
ther they be good or evil. It is no where ſaid, 
that any ſhall be judged according to the Actions 
done or performed by their Great-Grandfatherz, 
ſixty or ſeventy Years before they were born. 
No, the very Suſpicion of it carries an injurious 
Reflection on the Juſtice and Goodneſs: of the 
Deity. And it can never enter into my. Head 
to conceive, that I can be properly puniſhable 
for the Sins of my Parents. Of my own Sins I 
ought to repent, and to be filled with Shame and 
Indignation at the Remembrance of them; and 
Jam certainly liable to Puniſhment in Proportion 
to the Degree of my Guilt: But of my Grand- 
father's or Great-Grandfather's Sins I can no more 
repent, than I can of the Sins of my Grandchildren 
yet unborn, It is impoſſible for me to prevent 
what ſhall be done after I am dead, ſo it was 
equally impoſſible for me to help what was acted 
before I was born. 

You alſo hinted at the political Princigles of 
the preſent Diſſenters. I take the Liberty to 
ſay, they are not aſhamed of them, They gre 
H 2 + the 
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the ſame now as in the Days of their Forefathers, 
Upon their Principles the Jate Glorious Revolu- 
tion was founded. Their Principles have been 
confirmed, by many and repeated AQs of Par- 
Jiament, and have often had the Suffrage and 
Sanction of the moſt auguſt Aſſemblies upon 
Earth. Upon their Principles, Sir, ſtands the 
Parliamentary Succeſſion of the Crown of theſe 
Realms, in the preſent Reigning Family; and 
God Almighty grant it may there ever ſtand, 
Lea, I could tell you a Time when the Cler- 
gy themſelves were glad to borrow their Frin- 
ciples. * 
T cannot finiſh my Remarks on your Sermon, 
without taking Notice of what you was pleaſed 
to advance in the Cloſe of it, relating to the Title 
'KinG CHaRLEs had to the Crown of Eꝝland, 
which you cal!'d an Abſolute, Indeſeaſible, Here- 
ditary Right, and conſequently not liable to cavil 
or diſpute, by Party or Faction. This is what I 
think ſhould never be ſaid in Pulpits, as it ſeems 
to imply a Diſtruſt of the Validity of the Parlia- 
| mentary Eſtabliſhment. 
I told you, in the Beginning of my Remarks, 
that as far back as the Thirteenth Year of Queen 
Elizabeth, it was made High- Treafon, for any 
one to affirm, that the reigning Prince, with the 
Authority of Parliament, is not able to limit or 
bind the Crown. I doubt not but you imbibed 
this Principle of 1 8 Right at Ozxfird, 
forty 
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forty Vears ago; and having never ſuffered your- 
ſelf impartially to examine its Foundation, it is 
become to you as a demonſtrated Truth. But the 
preſent Age is given to reaſoning; they do not ſo 
implicitly ſubmit to Abſurdities, tho? they have 
the Sanction of a Convocational Decree. 

You was pleaſed to dreſs up the Principles of 
the Pre/dyterians in a frightful Shape; but let 
me tell you, Sir, in my Turn, that.the Princi- 
ples of your Party have been burnt, not by a 
rude and lawleſs Rabble, but by the common 
Hangman, in broad Day-light, before the Roya! 
Exchange in London, and by Authority of Par- 
liament, Perhaps you never haue heard of this 
contemptuo_.- Treatment of the Oxfard Princi- 
ples, and therefore I will give it you from the 
Parliamentary Records. Auno Dam. 17 10 
« the Hiuſe of Lords taking into Conſideration 
* the Judgment and Decree of the Univerſity of 
10 Oxford, 253 in their Convocatian 21 July, 
4% 1683, was reſolved by the Lords Spiritual 
4 and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, ihat 
% the ſaid Judgment and Decree, contains in it 
% ſeveral Poſitions, contrary to the Canſlitutian 
＋ of this Kingd\m, and d:/iruive ta ibe Pro 
£6 teflant Succeſſion, as ty Lew: ęſtalliſted. And 
« it was thereupon ordered, by the Lords Spiri- 
« tual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 
« that the ſaid Fudgment and Decree ſhall be 


« burnt by the Hands af dhe common Haug- 


«+ man, 
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man, before the Royal Exchange in London, 
« between the Hours of Twelve and One, on 
% Monday the 17th Inflant of March, in the 
„% Preſence of the Lord Mayor of the City of 
„ L;ndm, and the two Sheriffs of London and 
« Middleſex.” 

In this Decree were ſtrongly aſſerted the Doc- 
trine of Paſſive Obedience, the abſolute, inde- 
feaſible, and Hereditary Right of Succeſſion to 
the Crown ; and Revolution- Principles were cal- 
led damnable. Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking of this 
deteſtable Decree, ſays, The Univerſity of Ox- 
„ ford aſſerted the King's Prerogative in the 
e higheſt Strain of the moſt. abject Flattery poſ- 
«< ſible, both in their Adr-/es, and in their wild 
„% Decree; in which they laid together a Set of 
« ſuch high-flown Maxims, as muſt eſtabliſh an 
% unaccountable Tyranny.” 

I will readily grant, it is an Action worthy a 
Miniſter of the Church of England, to diſcover 
a proper Zeal for the Supremacy and Prerogative 
of his Prince ; but then, Sir, it ſhould be with 
ſuch Limitations, and Reſtrictions, as are con- 
ſiſtent with Our known and Eftabliſhed Laws, 
and agreeable to the Settlement of the Imperial 
Crown of theſe Realms. Under this Head you 
might have teſtified fome Love to your Country, 
ſome little Attachment to the Liberties of your 
Fellow Subjects. But the advancing, or the bare 
hinting, that impious Doctrine, of an abſolute, 

a - 
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jndeſeaſible, Hereditary Right, is not only weak 
and fooliſh, but may be attended with dangerous 
Conſequences; as it may fo unſettle the Minds of 
ſome of his Majeſty's Subjects, as to make them 
ſuſpe the Validity of his Parliamentary Title: 
A Title by far the beſt and moſt glorious, and 
will be found by Experience to be the moſt 
durable. An Abſolute Prince is of all others the 
moſt inſecure; as he proceeds by no Rule of Law, 


he can have no Rule of Safety. He acts by Vio- 
lence; and Violence is the only Safe-guard againft 


him. Tt was the advancing this Slaviſh Doctrine 
from the Pulpit, in the latter Part of Quzzw 
Anne's Reign, that greatly contributed to the 
Rebellion which broke out on the Acceſſion of 
the late King to the Throne of this Kingdom. 
This, with great Propriety, might be called the 
Grand Rebellion. It was a Rebellion, the moſt 
wicked, and diabolical, that ever the World 
produced; a Rebellion againſt King, Lords, 
and Commons; againſt' Religion, Laws, and 
Liberty ; -in Favour- of Chains, Fetters, Sla- 
very, Blackneſs and Darkneſs both of Body and 
Mind. An Event that will leave an eternal 
Mark of Infamy and Diſgrace on the Britiſs 
Nation; as many of the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Commonalty, were either openly engaged there- 
in, or ſecretly favoured it. I have often wiſh'd, 
for the Honour of the Nation, that an Hundred 
of the moſt conſiderable of the Rebels had been 

3 con- 
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confined in Bedlam, during their reſpeQive Lives, 
that After-Ages might have concluded, none but 
Fools and Madmen were engaged in that moſt 
wicked and impious Attempt. 

And here I cannot omit taking Notice, nat 
only to the everlaſting Honour of the Preſbyterians, 
but of all the different Denominations of Diſſen- 
ters, that there was ſcarce a ſingle Man of them 
to be found, -at that critical Period, but what 
openly declared for the Parliamentary Succeſſion of 
the Crawn in the Housk of HAN OVER; and were 
preparing to venture their Lives and F ortunes in 
its Defence. 

The Invader, you know, Sir, claimed under 
the Notion of an abſolute, indefeaſible, Heredi- 
tary Right. Whether he was, or was not, the 
Son of King James, is quite out of the Queſtion; 
it is of no Conſequence at all to any one Man ig 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, who was his Fa- 
ther, or who was his Mother; he is a Perſon 
attainted by Law, and therefore cannot reign; 
and all his Aiders, and Abettors, or whoever 
holds any Correſpondence or Intelligence with 
him, are deemed and ok Rs of High+ 
Treaſon *. 


1 . you, Sir, was 1 in Poſleſion of .the | 


Mines of Mexico and Peru, together with all 


| 3 the AcT 3 14th of Kino WIITIAM, 
enti An Act of Attainder of the . Ruin 

L Mali of High- Tregſen. | * 
"the 
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the other Riches of thoſe vaſt and mighty Em- 
pires, I would moſt chearfully ſacrifice all, to 
the very laſt Shilling, to preſerve, and tranſmit 
to Poſterity, the preſent Parliamentary Succeſſion 
of the Crown, with which are connected Reli- 
gion, Laws, Liberty, and Independency; and 
ſhould, in my moſt calm and ſerious Moments, 
eſteem my Conduct to be juſt and prudent. And 
I perſuade myſelf, I here ſpeak the Language 
of every true Briton, Moſt ſurprizing then it 
is, that any one, who has bound himſelf by the 
ſtrongeſt Engagements Religion can lay Men un- 
der, and has tied down his Soul by an Oath, to 
defend and maintain the preſent Settlement of the 


Crown in the Illuſtrious Housz of Haxover, 


ſhould be fo. wicked and profane, as to hint 
any Thing in Favour of an abſolute Hereditary 
Right, 

Thanks be to Heaven for this Parliamentary 


Settlement of the Imperial Crown of GREAT 
BrITAIN:; A Settlement, which aur Religion, 


our Country, our Liberty, and our Property, 
oblige us to maintain: Yea, without the Solem- 
nity of an Oath, we are bound to defend this 
Eſtabliſpment, by every Motive that can in- 
fluence the Mind of Man; Honour, Conſci- 
ence, and the Love of our Country conſtrains us 
to it. 

We ſhould ub have been chaiged down, 
in the moſt abject Condition of Servitude, in the 


Reiga 
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Reign of the late King James, had not the A- 
mighty, in Mercy, given us that Glorious In-. 
ſtrument of his Providence, the late and memo- - 
rable KING WILLIAM; by whoſe ſeaſonable Ml © 
Interpoſition we are now in a Condition of en- 0 
joying Life, Liberty, Religion, and Property. , 
I ſhall not content myſelf with Remarks only MW © 
from the different Hiſtorians of thoſe Days ; but | 
let us ſee the calm and dclibcrate Reſolutions of 
the Lords and Commons, the Repreſentative Body | 
of the whole Nation: In the firſt Year of King | 
WILLIA and Queen Marr, an Act of Par- | 
liament was made, entitled, An A C T declar- 
ing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and 
Settling the Succeſſi;n of the Crown: It begins 
thus, Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
„ poral, and the Commons in Parliament aſſem- 
% bled,. at Veęſiminſter, lawfully, fully, and 
<< freely repreſenting all the Eſtates of the People 
„of this Realm, did upon the Thirteenth of 
February, in the Year of Our Lon p 1688, 
«6 preſent unto their Majeſties, then called and 
known by the Names and Style of WII- 
% LIAM and Mary, Prince and Princeſs. of 
« ORANGE, being preſent in their proper Per- 
„ ſons, a certain Declaration in Writing, made 
„ by the ſaid Lords and Commons in the fol- 
« lowing Words, Whereas the late King James 
46 the Second, by the Aſſiſtance of divers evil 
£*© Counſellors, Judges, aud Miniſters employed 7 
u 


. 
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& him, did endeavour to ſul vert and extirpate the 
« Proteflant Religion, and the Laws and Liber- 
« ties of this Kingdom, by aſſuming and exerciſing 
« a Power of diſpenſing with and ſuſpending 7 
% Laws, and the Execution of Laws, without the 
« Conſent ' of Parliament, &c. &c. &c, All 
« which are utterly and direct) contrary to the 
« known Laws, Statutes, and Freedom of this 
« Realm And the ſaid late King, having abdi- 
& cated the Government, and the Throne thereby 
« being vacant, ihiy the ſaid Lerds Spiritual and 
« Temporal, and Commons, aſſembled at West- 
„ minſter, do reſolve, That WILLIAM and 
«MARY, Prince and Princeſs of ORANGE, 
% Pe, and Be declared KING &nd QUEEN - of 
« ENGLAND, FRANCE, and IRELAND, 
« and all the Dominions thereunto belonging, &c. 
« &c,;&c,” Then they enjoin the following 
Oath to be taken, I A. B. do ſincerely pro- 
« miſe and fwear, that I will be faithful, and 
« bear: true Allegiance to Tweir Majefties KING 


.« WIA and QUEEN IE So 


«help me G 8 

In the une preſented by the "rs and 
C:mmons to King: WILLIAM, and Queen 
MARY, on their Acceptance of the Crown, 


after having aſcertained the Rights and Liberties 


of the People in the ſtrongeſt Terms, we have 
9 . Words; And it is hereby de- 
; « clared 
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« clared and enacted, that all and ſingular the 
Rights, and Liberties, aſſerted and claimed in 
cc the ſaid Declaration, are the true, ancient, 


c and indubitable Rights and Liberties of the 
« People of this Kingdom; and ſo ſhall be ef 
cc teem'd, allow'd, and adjudg'd, deem'd, and 
'« taken to be, and that all and every the Parti- 
& culars aforeſaid ſhall be firmly and ſtrictiy 
c holden and obſerved, as they are expreſs'd in 
« the faid Declaration.“ | 

Let us now ſtep into Scotland, and ſee what 
was tranſacted there at this important JunQure, 
in a grand and ſolemn Convention of their Lerd 
and Commons, They declare, That whereas 
« King JAMEs the Seventh, by the Advice of 
c wicked Counſellors, did invade the Funda- 
« mental Conſtitutions of Scotland, and altered 
« it from a Legal, Limited Monarchy, to an 
„ Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power, and exerted 
« that Power to the Subverſton of the Prote/tant 
“ Religion, and to the Violation of the Laws 
« and Liberties of the Kingdom, &c. Ec, Ce. 
« All which Miſcarriages of King James were 


„ utterly and directly contrary to the known 
« Laws, Freedom, and Statutes of the King- 
c dom of Scotland; upon theſe Grounds and 
e Reaſons the Eſtates of the Kingdom of Scan- 
e land did find and declare, that the ſaid King 
ce Foes had forfeited the Crown, and the 

« Throne 
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— 20, WM 3 ©. 4 


Hs * 80 


= = 0 


„ late King WILLIAM and the Princeſs 
« ANNE of Denmar+4, and their reſpective Iſ- 
& ſue; and it is enacted, that the Crown ſhould 
I « be - 
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« Throne was become vacant, and the Eſtates 
« of the Kingdom of Scotland had reſolved, that 
« WILLIAM and MARY, KING and 
« Queen of ENGLAND, be declared KING 
« and QUEEN of SCOTLAND, &c. &c. &c. 

In theſe Acts of Parliament the Cauſes and 
Reaſons of the late Revolution are fully ſet forth. 

The People of England and Scotland, when 
they had gone ſo far, plainly ſaw the Work was 
but half done. They had only delivered one Gene- 
ration from Popery and Slavery, and knew, that 
in caſe King WILLIAM, and Queen MAR, 
and the Princeſs of Denmark, left no Iſſue, ſome 
Popiſh Prince or other, ' under a Pretence of 
being next in Deſcent, might ſet up a' Claim to 
the Crown. This Conſideration gave Birth to 
another Ae of Parliament, made in the 13th 
Year of King W1LLIAM,- entituled, An ACT 
for the further Limitation of the Crown, and for 
the better ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subject. By this Act © the moſt Illuſtrious 
* Princeſs SOPHIA, Electreſs and Dutcheſs 
« Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of her 
« Body, being Proteſtants, were declared the 
& next in Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, to 
« the Crown of England, &c. &c. after the 
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e be, remain, and continue to the ſaid Princeſs 
« SOPHIA, and the Heirs of her Body, being 
« Proteſtants; and thereunto the Lords Spiritual 
ce and Temporal, and Commons, in the Name of 
« all the People of this Realm, did moſt humbly | 
„ and faithfully ſubmit themſelves, their Hcirs, 
4 and Poſterities, &c. &c.“ 

* About this Time a little Pop:/h Facobite Party 
began to peep up; upon which anotner Act of 
Parliament was framed, entituled, An A# of 
Attainder of the preſent pretended Prince of 
Hales, of High Treaſon. This Jacobite Fa- 
Qion {till ſubſiſting, our Great Deliverer, and 
his, glorious Parliament, having a Dread upon 
their Minds, of that Popery, Slavery, and Arbi- 
trary Paver, from which they had been ſo lately 
delivered,. were now Reſolved to do the Work 
effectually; and for that Purpoſe they paſſed 

- another 4d for Extinguiſhing the Hopes of the 
preſent pretended Prince of Males, and all other 

Pretenders whatſoever, and their open and ſecret 

Abettors. And, to clinch the Nail and make 

thorough Work of it, they framed the Abjura- 

tion Oath, and thereby tied down the People, 

Body, Soul, and Eſtates, to maintain and de- 

fend the Settlement of the Crown in the Zuſe 

of Hanover, 
By theſe Means Our Glorious Deliverer com- 
pleated his Work, and handed down to us the 
moſt 


Lay 
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moſt pure Religion and the beſt Conſlitution in 
the Univerſe; guarded, and fenced about, by 
Oaths, and Laws, as unalterable as human Af- 
fairs can be. 

When I conſider how we ſtand as to the 
Pretender, that we have all perſonally abjured 
him in publick Courts of Juſtice, and have in 
the Preſence of God, Angels, and Men, de- 
clared the ſame to be without any Equivccation 
or mental Reſervation ; really, when I conſider 
and reflect on theſe many ſolemn Ties of Laws 
and Oaths, of Religion and Conſcience, of Du- 
ty, Intereſt, and Inclination, methinks all Fear 
vaniſhes in a Moment, and an Invaſion, in Fa- 
vour of the Pretender, appears to be a moſt wild 
and Romantick Chimera, unleſs ſupported by a 
wicked reſtleſs Faclion within our own Bowels ; 
he may otherwiſe with equal Reaſon, and Proba- 
| bility of Succeſs, attempt to invade the Moon, as 

to invade and conquer the Kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland *, His prefent Maj-ſty, 
and the next Succeſſor to the Crown, we know 
full well, will always rule agreeably to the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom ; and 
God Almighty grant, their Succefſors may ever 


* This was written twelve Months ago, before the 
French had conquer'd Ofend, or any Part of Flanders, 
or the Breaking out of the preſent Rebellion. 
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follow their Glorious Example: and then they 
will ſtand, eternally ſtand, on Sir William Temples 
broad Bottom, viz. The Affection, Intereſt, and 
Inclinations of the People, againſt which the 
United Powers of France and Stain, Hell and 
Rome, will never prevail. 

I have often wiſhed that the ſundry As f 
Parliamint, for Limitting and Settling the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown, were more univerſally 
known and underſtood ; and that the moſt ſigni- 
ficant Clauſes of them were engraved on Monu- 
ments of Braſs or Marble, erected for that 
Purpoſe in every Pariſh Church in England; 
that ſo the moſt wicked and impious of all Doc- 
trines, that of an Abſolute, Indefeiſible, Heredi- 
tary Right, might ſtand publickly and perpetually 
condemned, 

I have only one Remark more, and then ſhall 
have done with your famous Sermon. You was 
pleaſed largely to inſiſt on the Obligation all Men 
are under, to pay a due and proper Regard to 
the National Religion and National Faith; and 
endeavoured to prove, that the Legiſlature is at 
all Times truly and properly inveſted with a 
Power, not only to ſupport the National Faith 
and Religion, but to enforce it, and even its dif- 
ferent Modes and Ceremonies, by Civil Penal- 
ties, 
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I would not be underſtood here, to be run- 
ning down all ERabliſhments, and particularly 
that of the Church of England; but the Eſta- 
bliſhing a National Faith and Religion, and en- 
forcing the ſame by Civil Penalties, does not ap- 
pear to be reafonable and juſt, or quite con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature and End of Civil So- 
ciety. Religion, I mean true and real Religion, 
in its own Nature is incapable of being efta- 
bliſhed by any Law. It is not ſubject to human 
Inſpection, nor can it be controul'd by any hu- 
man Authority, It conſiſts in the Reverence 
and Love of God, in a conſtant Submiſſion to 
his Divine Will, and in a regular and devout 
Obedience to his Laws. This is truly Reli- 
gion; but it cannot be infuſed into the Mind by 
any other Means than by Argument and Perſua- 
ſion. Therefore I ſubmit it to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Publick, if it be juſt, or reaſonable 
for the Magiſtrate to enforce the National Reli- 
gion and Faith by Civil Penalties. The different 


Modes and Ceremonies of Worſhip indeed may 
be eſtabliſhed by the Magiſtrate, but this is nct 
the Eſtabliſhment of Religion; theſe Modes and 
Ceremonies are, at beſt, only Forms of Godli- 
neſs, and are often deſtitute of real Devotion, 
Reverence, and Love of God. Mabometaniſin 


| 15 certainly an Impoſture, and its different $ 
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Modes and Ceremonies of Worſhip are fooliſh, 
and ridiculous ; the Eſtabliſhment of them does 
not alter their Nature, or make them a Jot more 
reaſonable and juſt. Upon the whole, there is 
ſomething in the Nature of true and real Reli- 
gion inconſiſtent with any Civil Eſtabliſhment 
whatſoever. But the Contending for, and Eſta- 
bliſhing a National Faith, is ſtill more unac- 
countable. With reſpe& to Faith, every Man 
muſt believe according to the Evidence that is 
Exhibited to him ; he cannot help it. Such is th 
Frame of the human Mind, that it cannot with- 
hold its Aſſent or Belief from any Propoſition 
that ſhall appear to be true or probable. I evt 
dently perceive, Two and Three make Five; 
was I to gain the World, I cannot think other- 
wiſe. I have never been at Jamaica, yet I be- 
lieve there is ſuch a Place; and that it lies in or 
near the - particular Latitude deſcribed in our 
Maps : The Teſtimonies I have received of it 
are ſo ſtrong, as force the Belief of it, whether 
1 will or not. Tranſubſtantiation, the A:hana- 
ian Creed, and many other Things I could 
mention, are truly myſterious and unintelligible, 
and therefore cannot be properly the Objects of 
the Aﬀent of any reaſonable Man. Was I to be 
threatned with the ſevereſt Tortures, if J did 
not believe theſe Doctrines, yet the Fear of thoſe 
ſevere Puniſhments could not force me to the Be- 
| lief 
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lief of them; it would be impoſſible for me to 
conſider them any otherwiſe than as abſurd 
Falſhoods, The Dread of Pain might induce 
me, outwardly, to ackowiedge them as true ; 
but this would be no other than a wilful delibe- 
rate Act of Hypocriſy, for which I ſhould ſtand 
condemn'd in my own Conſcience, 

I will grant, the Belief of a God is the Foun- 
dation of all Religion; there is no Man who 
makes any Uſe of his Reaſon, but will conclude, 
that from Eternity there muſt have exiſted ſome 
One, Unchangeable, Independent, Neceſſary, 
Self-exiſtent BEIN G, from whom all other 
Beings, and all other Things, that are, or ever 
were, have received their Original, It is de- 
monſtrably true, that all Things could not have 
riſen out of nothing; nor can they have derived 
from one another in an endleſs Chain or Sueceſ- 
ſion, Whatever exiſts muſt have a | Cauſe, a 
Reaſon, a Ground of its Exiſtence; therefore it 
is one of the moſt evident Truths in the World, 
that ſomething muſt have exiſted Eternally, and 
independently: That is, (as Dr. Clarke very 
juſtly obſerves) to exift by an abſolute Neceſſity, 
originally in the Nature of the Thing. - This is 
the moſt natural Idea of the SUPREME 
BEING; therefore I am forced to believe, 
that there is Ons only living and true GOD, 


a moſt pure, glorious Spirit, neceſſarily poſſeſſing 
all 
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all poſſible Perfection, Eternal, Immenſe, Im- 
mutable, Almighty, Omniſcient, Independent, 
infinitely Holy, Juſt, and Good, | 
Thus far the Light of Nature, unaſſiſted 
by Revelation, points out, and directs ; and the 
more we conſider and contemplate this Subject, 
the ſtronger we ſhall find it impreſſed in our 
Minds: yea this Truth is fo evident, and de- 
monſtrable, that it comes with an irreſiſtible 
Power; ſo that our Aſſent to it is neceſſary 


and unavoidable. 
Let us now examine the Pretentions of Reve- 


lation and we ſhall find the Caſe Exactly the 
ſame. | 

It is undeniably true, and we have all the 
Proof and Evidence that any reaſonable Man 
can deſire, that there really was ſuch a Per. on 
as FESUS CHRIST, and that he ap- 
peared in the World about 1700 Years ago; 
that he was F ESUS, the MESSIAH; and 
was ſent out from God, and acted by the Autho- 
rity of God; that he came into the World to 
eftabliſh a pure, ſpiritual, and undefiled Religion, 
in its Nature ſimple and perfect, freed from 
Superſtition and Idolatry, not loaded with Sa- 
crifices or Ceremonies, but every way adapted 
to make Mankind wiſer and better. The Sub- 
limity of its Doctrines, the Purity of its Pre- 
cepts, the Spirit of Love, Charity, and uni- 
| | verſal 
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verſal Benevolence, that runs through the whole 
Cbriſtian Syſtem, obliges me to believe it has 
God for its Author. Beſides, the Miracles Our 
Sa vioux wrought, in Confirmation of his Do- 
ctrine, were many, and unconteſtable; per- 
formed in Open Daylight, in Preſence of many 
Hundred People; ſo that there could not be the 
leaſt Suſpicion of any Fraud or Juggle. 

I am very ſenſible, 'tis natural for all Men, 
to have an over-bearing Opinion and Eſteem of 
that particular Religion they were born and bred 
up in; but Chriſtianity will bear the ſtricteſt En- 
quiry, and ſtand firm, when the Mind is freed 
from all the Biaſs and Prejudice of Education. 
It calls on all its Votaries, to prove and examine 
it; and it has this particular Diſtinction from 
all other Religions whatſoever, that the more it 
is inſpected into, the more its Purity, Rationali- 
ty, and Divine Authority will appear: So that 
I am oblig'd, whether I will or not, to acknow- 
ledge the Truth of Our Saviour's Miſſion, 
and the Divinity of his Doctrine: The Proofs 
are ſo inconteſtable, and concluſive, that it is 
not in my Power to withhold my Belief, or Aſ- 
ſent; ſo that this Faith alſo, like all others, is 
in its own Nature neceſſary, and unavoidable. 
Theſe Premiſes make it extremely difficult for 
me to conceive, that any one can be properly 


puniſhed, or rewarded, either here or hereafter, 
merely - 


„rn 


merely for Believing or Not- believing; and 
abundantly demonſtrate, that the Power claim'd 
by the Civil Magiſtrate, to eſtabliſh a National 
Faith, is indefenſible on rational Principles, and 
not agreeable with the Nature and Ends of Civil 
Society, 

With Regard to Chri/lianzty, it is purely a 
practical Thing, not a ſpeculative one. 
Scriptures declare, that Faith without Works is 
dead. It avails not. It ſignifies noth ng. Let 
a Man believe by the Lump, let him ſwallow 
Creeds by Dozens, let him believe all the Or- 
thodox Eſtabliſhed Notions, or all the Orthodox 
Opinions of the other different Parties, vet, 
if he is an immoral Man, he is worſe than 
an Infidel, A good Life infers good Prin- 
ciples. Living well is the beſt Evidence we 
can . give that we believe weil, Certainly, 
an honeſt, fober, virtuous Heathen, muſt be 
more in the Favour of God, than a wicked 
Chriſtian. A Pagan, who obſerves the Laws of 
Truth and Peace, is infinitely more religious, 
than a profane, turbulent, avaritious Chr iſtian 
Prieſt. Cornelius was a Heathen; yet, obſerve, 
it is declared of him in Scripture, that he was a 
devout Man, and one that feared God, with all 
his Houſe; who gave much Alms to the People, 
and prayed to God Almighty, | 
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T have now done with your Sermon, and 
ſhall conclude with repeating a few of my fa- 
vourite Lines : 


« For Modes of Faith let graceleſs Zealots 
fight, | 
% He can't be wrong whoſe Life is in the 
Right : 
« In Faith and Hope the World will diſ- 
| agree, 
But all Mankind's Concern is Charity: 
« All muſt be falſe that thwart this one Great 
End, "DIS 
% And all of God that bleſs Mankind, or 
mend. 


| Pope's Eſſay on Man. 


I beg Leave to entertain the Reader with 
an AdvmiRablE POEM, very well 


adapted to the preſent Subject. oi 
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E PITAPH I 5 M 
MONSTR I cujuſdam, 
Apud Anglos vulgo dicti 
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Terre & Tt enebris mandati 


A UT ORE 
= Diu incognito Viro Ingenioſo ” vert Pio 
FOHANNE REYNOLDS. 
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I 7 © joe (/emperque jaceat 9. 
Pietatis Cadaver, 
Improbitatis Corpus, 44 
EKeligionis Lara, 
»  Sanfiimmia Haſtis & Umbra, 
Divini Imago Zeli, & Peſtis, 
* 4 Simia ſimul & Lupus. 
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Tranſlated from the Latin, 
Which was written by the late pious 
N and 1 ingenious | 
JOHN REYNOLDS; 
And inferted ' > 
In the Occaſiohal Paper, Vol. III. Ne. 6. 
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I. 
ER E lies (and may it here for ger liel) 
The Carcaſs of dead Piet, 
Shadow of Grace, ſubſtantial Sin, 
Religion's Maſk and gayydy De, 
The Form and Foe of Holineſs, * 
The Image and the Plague of Zeal Divine. 
It's Dwelling was the Church ; in double Shape, 
Half was a murdering Wolf, and half a mi- 
mick Ape. | 
K II. A 


— 


1% J. 
— horrendum, Fs; e eat lane a 
ademptum, <A 
Rome Antique Natum, 


Nove in Tutelam Acceptum, 
In caliginofis Vaticani Adytis, 


Humano Sanguine & Pulvere Pyris 
\ | | Nutritum, ſaginatum. 


III. 


| Hiſpanie Dini Incola, 
Gallicis deinde Regionibus He o/per, 
Jam dudum Gratiſſimus | 
Bail guidem, Novique Orbis, ©. 
— Generis & tommodi 1 352 


Peregrinator affiduus, 


— 
4 = A. > 42 * * 
* . 
| * 
— 


Linguatum urpone quarumeumque Peritus, . 
| Sexis itidem utriuſque Particepr. 
Hentium Tlluminater Flamimineus, © 

 Aratifimus Dubitumium Dub, 
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II. 


A Monſter horrid to the Sight, 
Hideous, deform'd, and void of Light; 
Twas born at ancient Rome, 

_ __ » By &' modern nurs'd 
In the dark Cloiſters of the Vatican; 
Its Lungs inſpir'd with heaving Lyes,. 
Its Bulk well fatten'd to prodigious Size 
With Gun-powder and Blood of Man. 


Ancient Inhabitant of Spain, 
And long in Frau a welcome Gueſt ; 
Over the Continent and Main, 
Over the Old World and the New, 
Mankind and. Money to purſue, 
On Dragon's Wings the Harpy flew, 
And gave its Feet no Reſt, 


| - 9 
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IV. | 

All Languages the Fury fpake, ' 

And did of either Sex partake: 
Flaming Enlightner of the Mind, 


Oe 
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| Oui Laqueis, enſiblas, incendiiſque, 
Reluftanitum Animarum Catervas | 
Feſtinas in Coelum Amandat, | 
Celerrimus Orbis Converſor, 
Conſpirationum Exitialium, 
Verarum pariter ac fimulatarum 
Mali revera Machinarum infandi) 
Artifex dexterrimus. 


- 


* "> x. 4% Wt FE 5 
Tazia ſub Nemins & ulla, 
. Sub pelle Ovina & Vultu, 
| L.ibertatit penitas Ecelefiaflice, 
| Commercti peni Civilts, - 
Ae Societatis Humanæ 
Indomitus JV. aftator & Praede. 


VI. 158 15 
Artibus Palitii, Paliticiſue, 
Critices nexibus Logicaque firaphin, 
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Oft has it dragg'd the doubtful Tongue to ſpeak, 
While the pain'd Conſcience left the Truth be- 
hind. 

By Gibbet, Sword and Fire, 

It made whole Tribes of Men expire; 
And to the Skies their groaning Ghoſts it hurl'd 
A ſwift Converter of the World. 
Dexterous in all the Arts of Bloods 

Skill'd to contrive or counterfeit 
Myfterious Miſchief, Plots of State: 
Thoſe murderous Engines to. deſtroy the Good; 


The Muſe here tiring, begs the Reader's Leave 
to releaſe herſelf from the Bonds and. Labours- 


of Rhyme and Meire, by a mere Imitation of- 


the next Thirty Lines in Proſe. 

Under the Name and Habit of the Church, 
Under the Countenance and Clothing of a Sheep, 
It became the moſt ſavage and rampant 

Plunderer and Waſter of human Society, 
Made fearful Inroads on all Civil Commerce, 
And pd 3 Liberty * 

» VI. 1 L 
* Wurior well Rirtiſh's f 
With all Arts Politick and Polls: 
vw the knotty Embaraſſments, of Criticiſm, 
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Calamorum, Linguægue telis, 
Cunciliorum, Canonumque Bombardis, 
--- © Cateriſque Gentis tagatæ Armamentis 

f Bellator inſtructiſſimus. 


VII. 


Cui Furor, ac Odium, ac Nefas, 
Faftuſque ac ſeculi Amor, 
Perjuria, piægue Frauds, 
Truculema Partium fludia, 

Implicitæ fidei, Tyrannidiſque, 
Obſequai proinde Paſſivi, 
 Tgnorantia ac Morie Encomia 


N Caomites fuerunt ſolennes. 


VIII. 5 
Cai Nuge, Tricægue Calinde, 
Duiſquiliz, Dire, Exequieque 
Bulle minantes, & uta Fulmina, 


Vita « facrilega, ac Legende, 


T4 
Jecur 
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The hampering Chains and Subtilities'of Logick; 
And the Javelins of Pen and Tongue, 
With the roaring Ordinance of Councils and- 
Cannons, 
And all the Artillery of the Schools and Gown. 


VII. 


Fury, Hatred and Miſchief, 

Love of this World, Pride and Diſdain, 
With Perjuries, Falſhoods, and Pious Frauds, 
And raging Party-Zeal, 

Were its neceſlary and everlaſting Attendants ;. 
High Encomiums and endleſs Applauſe 
Of Guides infallible and Faith implicit, 

Of hereditary and Divine Right, 

Of unlimited Power and paſſive Obedience 
To tyrant Prieſts and Kings, 

With the immortal Praiſe and Merit 
Of ſtupid Ignorance, and blind Submiffion, 
Were Heralds to prepare its Way, 


VIII. 


Trifles, Tricks, and ſolemn F n 
Legends and ſilly Tales, 
Old Almanacks, and mouldy muſty Reliques, 
Sweepings of ancient Tombs, : 
Vows, Pilgrimages, Charms and Confecrations, 
| Rites 
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 Fecur Theologicum, Biliſque 
Aſpera eque ac atra, 
Pompæ Theatrales, Rituſque 
Obſoleti ſimul & decentes, 
Cordi fuere & cibo. 


IX. 
Ordinis ut plurimim Clericalis, 
Eregis potiſſimum Loyclitici 
Congregatianis prætered Venerande 


De propaganda per orbem fade, 
Coccinatus Antiſtes. ' 


X. 


Notiliffime Ingquiſitionis Curie, _ 
( slertiſſimæ Hæreticorum Muſcipule) 
| Primævus Fundator & Præſes. 


[ 105 ] 
Rites Obſolete, and Novel Ceremonies 
Both decent and indecent. 
Monkiſh and ſuperſtitious Auſterities, 
With Words of Sacerdotal Abſolution, 
And Sacerdota! Vengeance, 
Squibs, Crackers, Excommunications, Curſes, 
Roaring Bulls and vain Thunders, 
Mixt up with Prieſily Cholerz bitter and black, 
Were its delicious Food. 


[Now Metre and Rhyme proceed, ] 


IX. 


A purple Prelate, choſen to preſide 
Over the whole Ignatian Drove, 
And all the Clergy- Tribes beſide, 
All but the Sacred Few that mix their Zeal 
| with Love, 
In every different Sect twas known, 
It made the Caſſock and the Cowl its own, 
Now ſtalk'd in formal Cloke, now flutter d in 
the Gown, 


X. 


At what dark Hour ſo e're 
The curſt Divan at Rome were met, 

Cathalick Faith to 

This Monſter fill'd the Chair, | 


The 


— r 106 

Anpli imo Cardinalium confeſſui,” 
Necnon ſanctiſimo S. R. aui 

Patri Capitique 

I . ſeeretioribus ſemper Canſiliis. 


xl. 


Chriftiani_inſuper Orbis totius 
Tam per Orientales, quam Occidentales 
Mundi plagas . | 
Miſert ſecum -Militantis| - 
(Et guid, gucſe, Auguſtine 
De Maxima Heroum dicendum'? 
A 1 eres amd 


XII. 


. daſule Britannica Extrancis ab uu, 
Pelagi mænibus necnon Navium 
5 bene munitæ, 
Bonis prætered Domeſticis 74 
Quad Sacris, qua Civilibus . 
(Bina fo tandem ſua noverit) 
Omnium Fartunatiſſima. 


[ 107 ]Þ ä 
The Conclave dreſt in Bonnets red, © 
With Three-crown'd Tyrant at their Head, 
Made it their Privy Councellor. 
The Inguiſitien-Court (a bloody Crew, 
Artful to ſet the folemn Trap 
That lets no Heretick eſcape) 
Owns it her Preſident and Founder too. 


XI. 


Oft as the Church in Eaſt and V ern FR 
\ Riſing againſt herſelf in Arms; 
In her own Blood imbru'd her. Hands, 
This Chief led on th'unnatural War, 

Or did the Bloody Standards bear, 
Or ſound the fierce Alarms; © - 


PR 
ViQorious ſtill : And what can more be ſaid 


Of all the living Warriors, or the Heroes dead ? 


XII, 


BRITAIN, a Land well ſtor'd with every Good, 
That Nature, Law, Religion gives, 
A Land where Sacred Freedom thrives; 
Bleſt Iſle ! If her own Weal ſhe underſtood ! 
Her Sons immur'd with Guardian Ocean's Sleep, 


And Caſtles floating in the Deep; | 
wy Fene d 


0 
(Prob Doler Prab Pudor )) 
Inteſtinus Diviſor & Hellus. 


XIII. 


\ 7 fuge Viator, Malignzm 
not. ſepulchri Vaperem * 
Letare, Felina, & Ora _ 
N. Sphingi ado nefands| © 
Nux in qvum 
| Reſurreionis concedatur Locus, 
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Fenc'd from all Foreign Foes, O Shame ! O Sin! 
Her Sons had let this baleful Miſchief in ; 
This Helliſh Fury, who, with flattering Breath, 

Did firſt divide and then devour, 
And made wild Waſte where e'er ſhe ſpread 
her Power: 
Behold, ſhe meets her fatal Hour, 
And lies enchain'd i in Death. 


g 
XIII. ö 
- 


Shout at the Grave, O Traveller; 
Triumphant Joys that reach the Skies 
Are here the juſteſt Obſequies: M 
| Shout thrice; then flee afar 
The pois'nous Steams and Stenches of the Se- 
pulchr e 
Go, turn thy Face to Heaven, and pray, 
That ſuch a hateful Monſter never may 
Obtain a Reſurrection · Day. 
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OB HY ELVIITIDONM 


Mos here ſtand ftill, —make a Pauſe, — and 
reflect a little on the vaſt and ſurprizing Dif- 
ference between us and our Forefathers, both 
as Proteſtants, and Diſſenters; eſpecially during 
the Reign of that weak and arbitrary Family, the 
STUARTS. And, really, the Conſideration, 
is very affecting. I cannot forbear crying out, 
To thee, O my God, are die my Eternal Praiſes, to 
, thee will I offer my humble} Acknowledgments of 
Gratitude and Thankfulne/s ! Bleſſed, Bleſſed be 
thy Name for ever, that thou haſt appointed me 
to act my Part in Great Britain, at a Period of 
Time when my Perſon, my Eſtate, my Con- 
ſcience, my Reli ion, are all my own, I am go- 
vern'd it is true; but willingly govern'd, becauſe 
govern'd by Law, and not by the arbitrary Dictates 
of inſolent and lawleſs Power. The Fruits of 
my Labours are my certain Property. * My 
Children, thoſe dear Pledges of Conjugal Aﬀe- 
 Qtion, I educate for myſelf, in ſuch a Manner, 
as my own Prudence and Circumſtances may di- 
rect, without the diſtreſſing Fear of ſeeing them 
torn from me, by the. Bigotry and Superſtition 


* * * 
e 2 
. 


* #t0@ CLERGYMAN%N 148 
of crafty and tyrannical Priefts*, Thanks be to 
Heaven, that the Days of Tyranny and Dark- 
neſs are now at an End, and that the Men of 
the greateſt Fortunes and Abilities, of the pre- 
ſent and riſing Generation, ſeem to be. inſpired 
with an ardent Love of Liberty, and to have 
been brought up in an Abhorrence of thoſe bitter 
and Slaviſh Principles, whereby wicked and de- 
ſigning Eccleſiaſticks have formerly invaded, and, 
at laſt, impiouſly deſtroyed the nobleſt Privileges 
of their Country. The infinite Importance of 
Liberty o is now univerſally underſtood ; and it 
is impoſſible for any Nation to be too jealous of 
every Attempt that may have a Tendency to in- 
fringe or deſtroy it. In ſhort, it is one of the 
nobleſt Gifts of God to Mankind, and the, only, 
Source and Foundation of Happineſs, both in 
publick and private Liſe. And what a Satisfay 
dion muſt it now afford, to every wile and ho- 
neſt Man, to ſee the exorbitant Claims of ſome 
Clergymen, in our Day and Time, univerſally 
treated with Scorn and Contempt, even. when 
advanced by a Perſon of high Rank, and, con- 
feſſedly, great Abilities, I hope to live long, 


de oa hie Bin 


b When I. break of Civil Liberty, 1 defire always. 
to be underſtood, as'meaning nothing more than being 
9 by Laws of our own Making: 
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enough to ſee the Bulky Performance of that 
Gentleman meet with the ſame Treatment as 
the famous Oxford Decree of 168 3, long ſince 
worthily burnt by the Hands of the Common 
Hangman. 

Should any one ſay, that no ſuch Claims or 
Pretentions are now aſſerted, I beg Leave to re- 
fer him to the following Quotations from the 
Work 1 have juſt refered to: The Magi. 
75 firate ought not to interfere with the Clergy, 
« in the Exerciſe of their Power; but ought on 
« all Occaſions to be aſliſting to them, when 
& their Aid is required. The Clergy ought to 
s be permitted to make ſuch Conſtitutions, from 

Time to Time, as ſhali appear to them con- 
« ducive to the Ends of their Divine Commiſ- 
<« ſon; and the Power of interpreting thoſe 
«« Conſtitutions, and of carrying them into Exe- 
« cution, ought to be inveſted in the Clergy 
« alone, or in thoſe only to whom they ſhall 
cc * delegate it.” 

Again, © Every Biſhop may claim Authority, 
« by the Word of God, for the Correcting and 
ce Puniſhing of ſuch as are unquiet, difobedient, 
« and criminous ; that is, for the [Exerciſe of 
« all manner of Spiritual Diſcipline within his 
% Dioceſs. No Adminiſtration that is properly 
“ Spiritual, can come into any other Hands 
<« whatſoever, otherwiſe than by the voluntary 


66 Choice and expreſs Direction of the Biſhop.” 
I could 
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I could quote ſeveral other Paſſages, all endea- 
vouring to prove, that the Biſhops and Clergy, 
by a Divins Right, ſtand inveſted with the 
ſole Power for the Correction of Manners, and 
Puniſhment of Vice; and that this Authority 5 
to be exerciſed by Viſitations, Synods, and Ru- 
ral Chapters. Truly, the Tyranny of the Grand 
Turk is not ſo deteſtable. Who would not ra- 
ther be a Slave to a Monarch, than a Monk? 
The Experience of all Ages confirms this Truth, 
that the Oppreſſion or Cruelty of Temporal Ty- 
rants never was, nor ever can be, ſo great as that 
of Prieſts has beenz were thoſe Claims permit- 
ted and allowed, the Sacredotal Empire would 
ſoon draw all Power to itſelf, and render the 22 
vil Magiſtrate its Slave and Dependant. From 
the Recognition and Acknowledgment of this 
Divine Right ſprang the Papa! Supremacy; and 
ſhould the Clergy of England ever poſſeſs a 
Power or Right of Juriſdiction, underived from 
the Civil Magiſtrate, it would lead us to à State 
and Condition worſe than being Slaves to Rome ; 
we ſhould then become Slaves and Vaſſals to a 
Popery at our own Door. Thoſe Prieſtly Claims 
and Pretentions are in themſelves not only-ab- 
ſurd, and dreadfully miſchievous ; but alſo di- 
rectly oppoſite to all the known Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of the Realm. At the Time of the 


Reformation our Forefathers were not content to 
L 3 "aboliſh 
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aboliſh the uſurped Power of the Biſhop of Rome, 
but went to the Root of this accurſed Evil, and 
declared, that all Juriſdiction, as well Eccleſiaſ- 
tical. as Civil, is veſted in and exerciſed by Au- 
8 thority from the Crown. 

3 Hay 8. His Royal Majeſty i is declared 
S. 1. C. 17. „to be ſupreme Head of the 

'# Church of England, and hath full Power to 
© puniſh, and repreſs all manner of Errors, 
_ © Vices, and Sins, growing within the ſame. - 
26 Henry 8. The King, his Heirs, and Suc- 

GI x “% ceflors, {hall be taken and re- 
6 puted the only ſupreme Head on Earth of the 
© Church of England, and have full Power to 
« correct, reform, and amend all Errors and 
„ Enormities within the ſame. . | 


1 Edward 6. © It is declared, and enacted, 
Ch. 2. S. 3. „ that all Spiritual Juriſdiction 
„and Authority is derived from the King's Ma- 
*jeſty, as ſupreme Head of the gehe in 

«© England and 1 reland. 

1' Ebzabeth, © Be it enacted, that all Juriſdi- 
Gb. 1. S. 17. Aion Spiritual and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, be exerciſed by her Majeſty, and that ſhe | 
„ hath full Power and Authority for the Viſita- 
* tion of the Eccleſiaſtical State, and Perſons, 
and for the Reformation, Order, and Corre- 
< Qion ha the ſame; and, further, that all 
i 1 man- 
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c manner of Eccleſiaſtical” Power and Jurifdi- 
& ction is in the Crown, and is exerciſed by 
C Authority derived from thence.”? | 


1 could cite many other Acts of Pi 
wherein it is moſt fully and peremptorily declared; 
that Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all other Eceleſia- 
ſtical Perſons whatſoever, have no manner of Ju- 
riſdiction, or Authority, but by, under and 
from the KING, from whom alone all Eecle- 
ſiaſtical Power is derived. | Therefore, the Cler- 
gy ſetting up for an Independency, or pretending 
to exerciſe any Spiritual or Temporal Juriſd ion, 
by Virtue of a Divine Right, is directly contrary 
to all our known and eſtabliſhed Laws, as well 

« as inconſiſtent with all the Principles of the Re- 
formation; which abundantly declare, that all 
Spiritual Power and. Juriſdiction is derived ſolely 
from the Civil Magiſtrate. This Principle has ever 
been eſteemed the Ground- Work of the Reforma-' 
tion. Whoever has a Mind to ſee the Weak- 
neſs and pernicious Tendency of thoſe Prieftly 
Claims learnedly and judiciouſly refuted, .may 
conſult that admirable Treatiſe, entituled, 4 
Examination of the CODE A, by that great 
Lawyer and true Engliſhman the late? Recorder 
of Briftel, And leſt any one ſhould think I bear 
too hard on thoſe Reverend Gentlemen, I beg 


'® Now otic of the Barons of the Exchequer, 


Leave 
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Leave to conclude with a Quotation from this 
- invaluable Performance. Pag. 2. After having 

proved, beyond all Contradiction, that Chriſi's 
Kingdom was not of this World, but that it was 
an Empire of Truth and Righteouſneſs, founded 
in the Hearts of his faithful Subjects, he goes on, 
„For it is notorious, that a certain Set of Men 
* [meaning the Biſhops and Clergy of ancient 
13 Times) moſt impudently aſſuming to them- 

“ ſelves the ſole Interpretation of the Laws of 
60 this Kingdom, and pretending to an extraor- 
e dinary Zeal for the Honour of its Founder, 
« did ſet up, and for many Ages did maintain, 
« 2 Kingdom of their own, over the greateſt 
66 Part of the Cbriſtian World; the | moſt im- 
0 pious and oppreſſive Tyranny that ever exer- 
ce. ciſed the Patience of God or Man; an Em- 
« pire founded in Craft, ſupported by Blood, 
60 Rapine, Breach of Faith, and every other 
3 Engine of Fraud and Oppreffion.” 

ah have now gone through what I firſt intend- 
ad. and, to ſpeak the Truth, what was at firſt 
wrote for my own private Amuſement, and 
without any Deſign of its ſeeing the Light; but 
when I conſider d what dreadful Havock Bi- 
gotry and Superſtition had made in the Cbriſtian 


World, I concluded, the Publication might be 
of ſome Uſe, and not unſeaſonable. My Lord 


- Bacon's Obſervation is certainly juſt, that the 
| Danger 
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Danger of Superſtition is even greater than that 
of Atheiſm ; for, ſays he, Atheiſm leaves Men 
% to Senſe, to Philoſophy, to Laws, to Reputa- 
„tion, all which may be Guides to moral Vir- 
« tue, tho” Religion were not; but Superſtition 
« diſmounts all theſe, and etects an "abſolute 
« Monarchy in the Minds of Men: therefore, 
„ Atheiſm did never perturb States; but Super- 
« ſtition hath been the Confuſion of many. 
«© 'The Cauſes of Superſtition are pleaſing and 
© ſenſual Rites and Ceremonies, Exceſs of 
&« Phariſaical and Outſide-Holineſs, Reverence 
eto Traditions, and the Stratagems of Prelates 
5 for their own Ambition and Lucre,” 


Probably, I may have incurred the Diſpleaſure 
of ſome Perſons, by advancing Things contrary to 
the commonly received Opinions: But! beg Leave 
ſolemnly to declare, that my Intention is perfectly 
innocent and juſt. I deſign nothing but the De- 
fence and Support of the beſt Religion, the beſt 
Laws, and the beſt Government in the World. I 
ſubmit all to the Candor and Good-nature of the 
Reader, and do hope he will forgive what was - 
honeſtly meant, altho' it ſhould be found to be 
weakly executed. Should any one object, that 
I have taken too great Liberties with the Names 
and Characters of the Dead, I reply, That I am 
fully ſenſible of the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice 
of that ancient Maxim, De Mortuis nil mfi 
bonum 


r 7 
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baun: However, this. muſt not extend to Ti- 
10 . Von, e. juſt Recital of Facts, the true 
and full Characters of the principal Agents are 
ten requiſi te; and the Hiſtorian ſhould be un- 
"Jo. no manner of Reftraint, but that only of 


Jeeping within the Bounds of Truth and De- 
ceney. 
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